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S  U  M  M  ARY, 
1926. 


AREA  OF  BOROUGH  . .  . .  . .  . .  3,525  Acres. 

POPULATION  (Registrar-General’s  estimate)  ..  110,000 

(Census  1921)  ..  102,373 

NUMBER  OF  INHABITED  HOUSES  (1921)  ..  21,609 

NUMBER  OF  FAMILIES  or  separate  occupiers  (1921)  22,925 

RATEABLE  VALUE .  £621,782 

Sum  represented  by  a  Penny  Rate  . .  . .  . .  £2,374 

1925.  1926. 

BIRTH  RATE  (births  per  1,000  living)  . .  . .  19*2  18*9 

DEATH  RATE  (deaths  per  1,000  living)  ..  ..  12  2  11*3 

NATURAL  INCREASE  OF  POPULATION  ..  761  834 

(Excess  of  births  over  deaths  in  the  year) 

INFANT  MORTALITY  RATE  .  89  71 

(deaths  under  1  year  per  1,000  births) 

DEATH  RATE  from  Phthisis  . 0-91  0*97 

,,  ,,  all  forms  of  Tuberculosis  ..  107  1*08 

,,  Diarrhoea  and  Enteritis  of 

children  under  2  years 
per  1,000  births  ..  ..  11  02  8*18 

,  ,,  Cancer  ..  ..  ..  ..  1T4  1*28 


Health  Offices, 

Town  Hall, 

Wolverhampton, 

May,  1927. 


To  the  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Councillors  of  the 

Cou?ity  Borough  of  Wolverhampton . 

Madam  and  Gentlemen, 

I  beg  to  present  my  Annual  Report  on  the  Health  of  Wolver¬ 
hampton  during  the  year  1926.  In  accordance  with  the  instructions  of 
the  Ministry  of  Health,  this  Report  is  of  a  more  simple  character  than 
the  full  Survey  Report  which  was  presented  last  year.  The  Report  is 
a  very  satisfactory  one  and  shows  that  progress  is  being  made  in  most 
branches  of  the  work  of  the  Health  Department.  Standards  of  Public 
Health  Administration  are  continually  getting  higher,  and  fresh  sub¬ 
jects  are  being  added  to  the  work  assigned  to  a  Health  Department. 
The  legislation  of  last  year  included  a  Milk  and  Dairies  Order,  a 
Midwives  and  Maternity  Homes  Act,  and  a  Smoke  Abatement  Act.  In 
the  interests  of  the  welfare  of  the  Public,  all  these  measures  are  very 
*  necessary.  They  do,  however,  impose  additional  responsibility  on  a 
Department  whose  duties  are  steadily  increasing  from  year  to  year. 

The  preliminary  proceedings  in  connection  witli  the  Wolver¬ 
hampton  Corporation  Act,  1926,  entailed  a  great  deal  of  extra  work 
for  the  Health  Department,  and  I  desire  to  commend  the  members  of 
my  Staff  for  their  keenness  in  connection  therewith.  The  organizing 
ability  of  the  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector  again  proved  of  the  utmost 
value,  and  I  should  like  to  congratulate  him  on  the  way  he  collected 
and  scheduled  a  mass  of  important  information.  Dr.  B.  C.  Haller,  the 
Deputy  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  carried  on  the  Clinical  work  at  the 
Borough  Hospital  and  the  various  Welfare  Centres  in  a  most  efficient 
manner,  and  also  acted  for  me  with  marked  ability  during  my  absence. 
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Once  again  I  wish  to  express  my  indebtedness  to  the  Chairman 
and  Members  of  Health  Committee  for  their  kindly  consideration  and 
continued  support. 


I  have  the  honour  to  be, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

1C  H.  H.  JOLLY, 

Medical  Officer  oj  Health. 
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STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS 
OF  THE  AREA. 

The  situation  and  general  development  of  this  Town  was  fully 
dealt  with  in  the  last  Annual  Report  and  need  not  be  further  men¬ 
tioned  here.  It  is  sufficient  to  say  that  Wolverhampton’s  Industries 
are  rapidly  expanding  and  that  the  increase  in  the  trades  employing 
Metal  Workers  and  the  advent  of  the  Artificial  Silk  Factory,  continue 
to  attract  further  citizens  to  the  district.  Indeed,  this  Town  has  long 
since  overgrown  its  boundaries  and  its  workers  have  perforce  had  to 
live  in  adjoining  areas. 

The  Wolverhampton  Corporation  Act  1926,  which  comes  into 
force  on  April  1st,  1927,  will  allow  for  some  expansion  of  the  Town 
within  its  own  (new)  boundaries  and  will  unite  adjoining  areas  whose 
interests  should  be  identical.  The  extended  Borough  will  cover  an 
area  of  7,105  acres  and  will  have  a  population  of  approximately 
131,000  persons.  The  new  Borough  includes  the  industrial  area  of 
Heaih  Town  on  the  east,  a  small  portion  of  the  residential  area  of 
Upper  Penn  on  the  south,  and  the  rapidly  developing  industrial  and 
residential  portion  of  Bushbury  on  the  north  and  north-east.  On  the 
north-west  it  includes  the  Corporation  Sewage  Farm  at  Wrottesley. 


Meteorology. — The  total  rainfall  last  year  was  slightly  below 
the  average  and  amounted  to  25 '95  inches.  By  far  the  wettest  month 
was  November,  when  5*5  inches  of  rain  were  registered.  The  early 
months  of  the  year  were  relatively  dry  and  there  were  considerable 
spells  of  fine,  sunny  weather  during  the  Summer.  The  hottest  weather 
came  during  the  second  week  in  July  and  a  maximum  shade  temper¬ 
ature  of  84 ‘5°  Fahrenheit  was  registered  at  the  Meteorological  station 
at  the  West  Park  on  July  14th.  The  lowest  reading  of  the 
thermometer  was  taken  on  January  17th,  when  the  mercury  fell  to 
17  5U  F.  March  and  December  were  the  driest  months. 

I  am  indebted  to  the  Water  Engineer  for  the  following  information 
with  regard  to  the  Mean  Monthly  and  Annual  Rainfall  in  Wolver¬ 
hampton.  These  figures  have  been  collected  fiom  the  records  which 
have  been  continuously  maintained  by  the  Health  Department  during 
the  past  thirty-five  years. 
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MEAN  ANNEAL  RAINFALL 
2 7  #08  inches. 


MEAN  MONTHLY 

RAINFALL 

January 

2  13  inches 

February 

1-95 

>> 

March 

1-99 

April 

1-83 

>> 

May 

2T8 

>) 

J  une 

2-03 

July 

254 

>> 

August 

2-95 

n 

September 

1  92 

?) 

October 

2-70 

»  j 

N  ovember 

2  22 

»> 

December 

2  64 

)> 
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VITAL  STATISTICS. 

(a)  Population. — The  revised  Census  estimate  for  the  middle  of 
1921  was  104,000,  and  the  Registrar  General’s  figure  for  the  middle  of 
1926  is  110,000.  There  is  thus  an  estimated  increase  of  6,000  persons 
within  the  space  of  five  years.  In  providing  this  estimate  the  Registrar 
General  observes  that  “in  the  absence  of  definite  information  regarding 
migration  between  localities,  the  allowance  made  for  this  element  of 
the  movement  is  necessarity  an  approximate  one.  The  method  adopted 
has  been  applied  impartially  to  all  areas  of  the  country  and  it  is 
believed  that  for  the  majority  of  areas  the  resulting  populations  may 
be  accepted  as  sufficiently  accurate  for  the  purposes  they  are  intended 
to  serve.  It  is  to  be  observed,  however,  that  the  basis  of  estimation 
has  been  modified  from  time  to  time  in  the  light  of  accumulated 
evidence  regarding  the  effect  of  the  migration  factor,  and  in  some  areas 
there  may  accordingly  appear  to  be  a  lack  of  continuity  between  the 
estimates  of  successive  post-censal  years!  The  figure  given  above  is 
believed  to  provide  as  true  a  measure  of  the  position  in  June  last  as 
the  data  permit,  but  the  difference  between  that  figure  and  the 
corresponding  estimate  for  1925  is  not  necessarily  representative  of 
the  births,  deaths  and  migration  which  occurred  between  the  30th 
June,  1925  and  the  30th  June,  1926.” 

During  the  past  five  years  the  actual  excess  of  births  over  deaths 
in  the  Town  (i.e.  the  annual  increase  of  the  population)  has  amounted 
to  4,424,  leaving  a  total  of  1,576  persons  to  be  accounted  for  by 
immigration. 

(/;)  Births. — After  making  allowances  for  transfers,  the  number 
of  registered  male  births  was  1,062,  and  the  number  of  registered 
female  births  was  1,017 — total  2,079.  The  number  of  births  which 
actually  took  place  in  the  Borough  exceeded  this  figure  by  142,  owing 
to  the  number  of  women  who  came  into  the  various  Lying-In  Homes 
in  Wolverhampton  from  outside  districts  for  their  confinements. 

The  Birth  Rate  for  the  year  was  18  9  per  1,000  population,  the 
lowest  Birth  Rate  on  record.  The  next  lowest  figure  was  that  for 
1925,  when  the  rate  was  19*2  per  1,000  population.  As  illustrating  the 
progressive  decline  in  the  annual  number  of  births  in  Wolverhampton, 
it  may  be  given  that  although  the  population  has  increased  by 
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approximately  16,800  persons  since  1918  there  were  16  more  births  in 
this  latter  year  than  in  1926,  and  yet  1918  was  one  of  the  war  years 
when  the  Birth  Rate  was  at  its  lowest.  The  illegitimate  births 
numbered  66  in  1926  and  constituted  3*2%  of  the  total. 

(c)  Deaths. — In  spite  of  the  spell  of  hot  weather  last  July  there 
was  no  real  epidemic  of  any  kind  to  affect  adversely  the  Death  Rate  of 
the  Town.  For  this  reason  the  year  1926  might  well  be  looked  upon 
as  an  abnormal  year.  There  is  usually  some  factor  like  an  Influenza 
Epidemic  or  an  outbreak  of  Whooping  Cough  which  leaves  its  malign 
mark  on  the  Vital  Statistics  of  the  year.  On  this  occasion,  however, 
the  Town  was  singularly  free  from  infectious  or  contagious  disease  of 
any  kind  and  the  climatic  conditions  were  reasonably  mild  during 
those  winter  months  when  human  vitality  is  at  its  lowest, 

A  Vi  th  such  promising  conditions  one  might  justly  expect  that 
Wolverhampton’s  Death  Rate  would  be  a  satisfactorily  low  one,  and 
this  expectation  has  been  fully  and  completely  realised.  The  net  deaths 
in  the  Town  dropped  from  1,326  in  1925  to  1,245  in  1926,  this  latter 
figure  corresponding  to  a  total  rate  of  11*3  per  1,000  population.  This 
is  a  record  low  rate,  the  next  lowest  being  one  of  11*7  in  1923, 

Although  the  individual  Wards  of  the  Borough  showed  some 
marked  fluctuations  from  this  mean  figure,  the  highest  Ward  Death 
Rate  was  only  14*8  and  the  lowest  8*4,  This  is  a  further  indication  of 
the  lack  of  any  unusual  disturbing  factor  apart  from  those  which 
normally  function  to  provide  those  differences  which  have  already  been 
commented  on  in  previous  Annual  Reports.  (Table  III), 

A  more  detailed  inspection  shows  that,  as  usual,  the  chief  causes  of 
death  were,  Heart  Disease,  Cancer,  Tuberculosis  and  Bronchitis.  The 
147  deaths  recorded  as  due  to  Organic  Heart  Disease  include  48  in 
which  Disease  of  the  Heart  Valves  was  stated  to  be  present,  and  99  in 
which  Disease  of  the  Heart  Muscles  was  diagnosed. 

The  disease  which  most  frequently  leaves  behind  it  an  imperfectly 
functioning  heart  valve  is  Rheumatic  Fever.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that 
the  intensive  research  which  is  now  being  carried  out  with  regard  to 
the  factors  affecting  the  existence  of  this  disease  will  shortly  put  us  in 
possession  of  some  definite  data  on  which  we  can  base  measures  for  the 
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prevention  of  this  crippling  condition.  In  ihe  struggle  for  existence 
the  heart  cripple  is  at  the  same  disadvantage  as  the  person  whose 
deformity  is  obvious  to  the  eye,  but  the  prevention  of  the  former  is,  at 
the  moment,  a  far  more  difficult  proposition  than  the  latter. 

(d)  Cancer. — There  was  a  slight  increase  in  the  Cancer  mortality 
in  1926.  It  had  declined  from  T28  per  1,000  population  in  1923  to 
1T6  in  1924  and  T14  in  1925,  but  last  year  it  rose  again  to  T28. 

The  cause  of  Cancer  has  not  yet  been  definitely  discovered,  but 
recent  statistical  work  shows  clearly  that  early  operation  offers  by  far 
the  best  hope  of  recovery.  It  cannot  be  stated  too  often  or  with  too 
much  emphasis  that  Cancer  in  its  early  stages  is  frequently  painless, 
and  that  any  unusual  lump,  swelling  or  discharge,  particularly  in  a 

person  past  the  thirties,  should  be  regarded  with  suspicion,  and 

Medical  advice  sought  immediately. 

Thanks  to  modern  surgery  most  cancerous  growths  can  be  safely 
removed  in  their  early  stages,  and  the  patient  will  then  have  a  very 
good  chance  of  being  free  from  any  recurrence  of  the  disease.  A 
person  who  observes  in  himself  unusual  symptoms  of  the  nature 
described  above,  and  who,  because  of  his  dread  of  Cancer  neglects  to 
obtain  proper  advice  immediately,  may  be  signing  his  own  death 
warrant, 

(e)  Bronchitis  and  Pneumonia.— A  noteworthy  feature  of 
these  diseases  in  their  fatal  forms  is  that  whilst  Bronchitis  is  a  frequent 
cause  of  death  in  the  aged,  it  is  Pneumonia  which  is  more  often 
responsible  for  the  deaths  of  very  young  children.  In  infants  a  simple 
Bronchitis  frequently  becomes  a  Broncho-Pneumonia  by  extension  from 
the  larger  breathing  tubes  into  the  small  air  spaces  of  the  lungs.  In 
elderly  people  this  complication  is  not  nearly  so  common,  but  their 
bronchial  tubes  are  less  able  to  resist  acute  infection,  especially  if 
they  have  already  been  weakened  by  previous  attacks.  It  is  persons 
in  this  latter  class  who  run  the  risk  of  a  serious  or  often  fatal  illness 
when  they  catch  cold. 

Under  the  heading  Other  Defined  Diseases’’  are  included  233 
deaths  occurring  in  persons  over  the  age  of  65.  In  101  of  these  cases 
Old  Age  or  Senile  Decay  was  given  as  the  cause. 
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It  has  already  been  stated  that  any  comment  on  the  Vital 
Statistics  of  the  Wards  of  the  Town  must  be  accepted  with  a  certain 
degree  of  reserve.  First,  because  of  the  much  smaller  figures  from 
which  to  draw  conclusions,  and  secondly  because  of  the  difficulty  in 
arriving  at  exact  Ward  populations  in  any  one  year  with  the  amount 
of  building  that  is  going  on  in  some  districts.  With  these  reservations 
it  may  be  noted  that  the  lowest  Death  Rates  are  found  in  Graiseley 
Ward  (8*4)  and  Merridale  (9-2),  whilst  the  highest  rates  occur  in  St. 
Matthew’s  Ward  (14*2  .  The  number  of  Infant  Deaths  in  Wards  is 
too  small  to  permit  of  any  useful  deduction  being  made  from  them.  It 
might  be  noted,  however,  that  St.  Matthew’s  Ward  possesses  the 
unenviable  distinction  of  having  a  very  high  Death  Rate  and  also  a 
high  mortality  from  Diarrhoea,  from  Tuberculosis  and  from  Respiratory 
Diseases  in  general. 


GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES 

FOR  THE  BOROUGH. 

In  accordance  with  the  circular  of  the  Ministry  of  Health  relative 
to  the  contents  of  the  Annual  Report,  the  following  summary  is 
given  : — 

Hospitals  provided  or  subsidized  by  the  Local  Authority. 

(1)  Tuberculosis. — Wolverhampton  is  amemberof  the  Staffordshire, 
Wolverhampton  and  Dudley  Joint  Committee.  This  Committee 
have  established  Sanatoria  at  Prestwood,  Himley,  Kinver, 
Ground  slow,  and  Yarnfield. 

(2)  Maternity. — Wolverhampton  Maternity  Home  (9  beds). 
Municipal  cases  are  admitted  on  payment  of  a  fee  of  £2  2s.  Od. 
per  patient  per  week. 

(3)  Children. — There  is  no  special  Hospital  provided  for  children 
in  the  area. 

(4)  Fever.  — The  Wolverhampton  Borough  Fever  Hospital  (80  beds) 
which  is  situated  at  Green  Lane  receives  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever 
and  Diphtheria. 
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(5)  Small  Pox. — Wolverhampton  is  one  of  the  constituents  of  the 
South  Staffordshire  Joint  Small  Pox  Hospital  Board,  The 
Board’s  Special  Hospital  (40  beds)  is  at  Moxley,  near  Bilston. 

(6)  Voluntary  Hospitals. — The  following  Institutions  situated 
within  the  Borough  serve  the  needs  of  the  inhabitants  of 
Wolverhampton  and  of  the  districts  in  the  immediate  vicinity:  — 
The  Wolverhampton  and  Staffordshire  Hospital  (210  beds). 

The  Wolverhampton  and  Midland  CountiesEyeTnfirmary(50beds) 
The  Wolverhampton  and  District  Hospital  for  Women  (30  beds) 
The  Queen  Victoria  Nursing  Institution  (27  beds). 

The  Maternity  Home  and  District  Nursing  Institution  (y  beds) 

(7)  Institutional  Provision  for  unmarried  Mothers 

The  Legge  Memorial  Home,  89,  North  Road. 

(8)  Institutional  Provision  for  Homeless  Children:— 

(1)  Royal  Orphanage. 

(2)  St.  Jude’s  Orphanage. 

(9)  Ambulance  Facilities 

(a)  For  Infectious  Cases — 1  Motor  Ambulance  at  the 

Borough  Fever  Hospital. 

(b)  For  Non-Infectious  and  Accident  Cases — 1  Police 
Ambulance  and  1  Ambulance  at  the  General  Hospital. 


(10)  Clinics  and  Treatment  Centres:  — 


Name  and  situation 

Accommodation 

By  whom  provided 

Child  Welfare  Centres  :— 

(1)  St.  Paul’s,  Merridale  Street 

(2)  St.  James’  Schools,  or  Ward 
Street  Clinic,  llorseley  Fields 

(3)  Cong.  School,  Stafford  St, 

3  sessions  a  week 

3  „  ,, 

.) 

-1*  5)  >> 

Local  Authority 

5  >  )  J 

)  >  )  J 

Ante-Natal  Clinic 

4  Salop  Street  ... 

School  Clinic  : 

Education  Offices, North  St. 

2  >>  n 

Open  daily 

n  n 

n  n 

Tuberculosis  Dispensary:— 

Bell  Street... 

r,  >> 

Joint  Tuberculosis 
Committee 
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(11)  Public  Health  Officers  of  Local  Authority: — See  page  2. 

(12)  Professional  Nursing-  in  the  Home 

(a)  General .  None  provided  by  Local  Authority. 

There  is  a  District  Nursing  Association  in  the  Town. 

(/;)  The  Wolverhampton  Corporation  have  an  arrangement 
for  the  District  Nursing  Association  to  undertake  the 
Home  Nursing  of  necessitous  cases  of  Measles,  Whooping 
Cough,  and  Summer  Diarrhoea  in  children  under  school 
age  on  payment  of  a  fee  of  1/3  per  visit.  All  such  cases 
are  referred  by  medical  men  in  the  area  and  approved  by 
the  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

(13)  Midwives. — There  are  no  municipal  Midwives  and  no  subsidized 
Midwives  in  the  area,  but  the  Local  Authority  refund  a  fee  of 
£1  Is,  to  Mid  wives  for  cases  which  have  been  attended  by  them 
and  which  are  proved  to  be  unable  to  pay  any  part  of  the  fee 
owing  to  poverty, 

(14)  Chemical  work  — All  work  under  this  heading  is  carried  out 
by  the  Public  Analyst,  as  there  is  no  Chemical  Laboratory 
attached  to  the  Health  Department.  A  summary  of  the 
Analyst’s  report  appears  on  page  62 

SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA. 

The  Water  Engineer  states  that  the  pressure  of  water  in  certain 
parts  of  the  area  has  now  been  improved  by  the  completion  of  an 
additional  service  reservoir  on  the  top  of  Bushbury  Hill.  This  reservoir 
holds  2,000,003  gallons  of  water,  and  serves  mainly  the  east  and  north¬ 
east  portions  of  the  district.  The  new  borings  at  Dimmingsdale  have 
not  yet  been  completed  and  Wolverhampton  is  still  dependent  for  its 
water  supplies  upon  the  bore  holes  at  Tettenhall  and  Cosford  and 
supplies  from  the  river  Worfe.  There  are  no  wells  in  use  in  the 
Borough  for  domestic  purposes. 

Drainag-e  and  Sewerage. — The  first  section  of  the  Bio- Aeration 
plant  is  now  being  constructed  at  the  Sewage  Works.  If  this  proves 
successful  it  is  proposed  to  put  down  further  sections  and  eventually 
to  abandon  altogether  the  land  treatment  of  the  sewage  in  favour  of 
this  more  modern  method. 
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Closet  Accommodation. — Early  in  1926  the  Corporation 
decided  to  put  in  force  a  scheme  for  the  compulsory  conversion  of 
Waste  Water  Closets,  under  powers  obtained  by  the  Wolverhampton 
Corporation  Act,  1925,  By  this  Act  the  owner  is  required  to  alter  a 
Waste  Water  Closet  into  a  Fresh  Water  Closet,  and  the  Corporation 
make  a  grant  to  cover  the  cost  of  the  pedestal,  cistern  and  fittings. 
In  default  of  compliance  the  Corporation  do  the  work  and  recover  the 
expenses  incurred  after  deducting  their  share  as  detailed  above.  It 
was  settled  that  the  scheme  should  be  spread  over  a  period  of  years 
and  the  most  unsatisfactory  closets  should  be  first  dealt  with,  leaving 
those  properties  to  the  last  in  which  the  Waste  Water  Closet  had  been 
most  recently  installed.  During  the  year  notices  were  served  requiring 
the  conversion  of  264  Waste  Water  Closets,  and  the  work  had  been 
satisfactorily  completed  in  203  instances.  Five  additional  Fail  Closets 
were  abolished  or  converted  during  1926,  leaving  only  107  of  these 
contrivances  in  use. 


On  December  31st,  1926,  the  numbers  of  the  various  types  of 
Sanitary  conveniences  in  use  in  the  Borough  were  as  follows  : — 


Water  Closets 
Waste  Water  Closets 
Privy  Middens  ... 
Pail  Closots 


15,543 

6,472 

7 

1 J  9 


Scavenging. — The  few  remaining  Pail  Closets  are  removed  for 
emptying  at  weekly  intervals,  clean  pails  being  substituted  for  them. 
An  exception  is  made  in  the  case  of  the  25  pails  on  the  Race 
Course,  which  are  only  in  use  four  times  a  year. 

The  Privy  Middens  are  emptied  every  three  months. 

All  house  refuse  is  removed  by  the  Cleansing  Department  at 
weekly  intervals  to  the  Crown  Street  Depot  where  it  is  burnt  in  the 
Destructor.  Street  sweepings  and  trade  and  builders’  refuse  are  tipped 
on  various  pieces  of  waste  land. 

Owing  to  the  extension  of  the  Borough,  the  Cleansing  Committee 
are  faced  with  the  problem  of  making  provision  for  dealing  with  a  large 
increase  in  the  amount  of  house  refuse.  The  existing  12-cell  Destructor 
is  not  adequate  to  deal  with  this  increase,  and  it  will  either  be  necessary 
to  put  up  additional  cells  or  to  make  other  arrangements, 
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Last  December  your  Medical  Officer  accompanied  certain  members 
of  the  Cleansing  Committee  to  Bradford,  to  investigate  the  methods  of 
refuse  disposal  in  foree  in  that  City.  A  report  was  subsequently 
furnished  to  that  Committee  on  the  subject. 


It  is  admitted  that  the  present  method  of  burning  refuse  is  a 
costly  one,  although  a  substantial  amount  is  recovered  by  the  salvage 
of  scrap  iron,  tins,  bottles,  jars,  &c.  It  is,  however,  doubtful  if  the 
practice  of  picking  out  the  bottles  and  jars  and  returning  them  to  the 
manufacturers  of  pickles,  preserves,  etc.,  is  defensible  on  public  health 
grounds.  Even  assuming  that  these  containers  are  properly  and 
efficiently  cleansed  and  sterilized  before  being  put  into  use  again,  it  is 
not  nice  to  think  that  they  have  previously  been  mixed  up  with  the 
miscellaneous  collection  of  material  that  finds  its  way  into  ash  bins. 
Moreover,  these  jars  and  bottles  are  often  put  to  various  unpleasant 
uses  before  they  get  deposited  in  the  rubbish  heap. 


The  relative  number  of  bins  and  ashpits  in  the  Borough  at  the  end 
of  December,  1926,  is  given  as  follows: — 

Ash  Bins  ...  ...  19,137 

Open  Aah  pits  ...  ...  16 

Small  covered  Ash  pits  ...  2,105 

Miscellaneous  ...  ...  249 


During  the  year  1926  movable  Bins  were  substituted  for  fixed  ash 
bins  in  respect  of  960  houses. 


SANITARY  INSPECTION  OF  THE  AREA. 

On  page  56  and  the  following  pages  there  will  be  found  the 
tabular  summary  of  the  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector  as  to  the  work 
carried  out  during  the  year  1926. 

Included  in  this  are  the  Tables  relating  to  the  inspection  of 
Workshops  and  of  Canal  Boats. 

Although  there  was  a  slight  drop  in  the  total  number  of 
inspections  and  re-inspections  made  during  the  year,  the  total 
improvements  effected  in  compliance  with  notices  increased  from  11,830 
to  13,450.  The  total  premises  improved  were  7,666.  In  54  instances 
Police  Court  proceedings  had  to  be  taken, 
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The  system  of  Sanitary  Inspection  adopted  in  Wolverhampton  is 
as  follows  : — 

Each  of  the  six  Sanitary  Inspectors  has  his  own  district,  but  the 
routine  inspection  of  the  premises  therein  is  by  no  means  left  entirely 
to  his  discretion.  Each  district  is  further  sub-divided  into  ten  areas 
for  inspection  purposes,  and  the  Inspector  is  required  to  devote  one 
day  a  fortnight  to  each  of  these  areas  in  turn. 

There  will  probably  be  urgent  matters  requiring  his  presence  in 
other  parts  of  his  district  on  certain  days,  but  it  is  understood  that  the 
remainder  of  his  time  is  devoted  each  day  to  one  special  area.  There 
are,  of  course,  certain  neighbourhoods  which  require  more  supervision 
than  others,  and  the  work  has  therefore  been  split  up  so  as  to  even 
matters  out  as  far  as  possible. 

A  relatively  small  district  in  one  of  the  poorer  quarters  may 
entail  far  more  work  than  a  much  larger  district  in  a  better  class 
residential  area.  The  present  system  is  working  very  satisfactorily, 
and  it  is  intended  to  apply  it  with  the  necessary  modifications  to  the 
extended  Borough  next  year. 

Smoke  Abatement, — A  large  amount  of  useful  work  has  been 
done  in  this  direction,  and  inmost  instances  the  co-operation  of  the 
factory  owner  has  been  obtained. 

A  certain  degree  of  latitude  had  to  be  granted  last  year  owing  to 
the  difficulty  in  obtaining  solid  fuel.  It  is  believed  that  the  new 
Smoke  Abatement  Act  will  be  of  considerable  assistance  to  this 
department  in  its  efforts  to  reduce  the  amount  of  atmospheric  pollution. 

Common  Lodging’  Houses. — There  is  no  Municipal  Common 
Lodging  House.  The  seven  private  ones  are  registered  for  a  total  of 
262  beds.  All  are  kept  in  satisfactory  order  and  condition.  New 
Bye-Laws  for  Common  Lodging  Houses  were  approved  in  September, 
1926. 

Houses  Let-in-Lodging's. — There  are  25  premises  registered 
under  this  designation,  and  these  are  subject  to  inspection  at  frequent 
intervals. 
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Tents,  Vans,  and  Sheds. — Caravans  are  a  source  of  considerable 
trouble  on  account  of  the  readiness  with  which  they  can  be  moved 
from  one  part  of  the  town  to  another.  The  threat  of  legal  proceedings 
usually  causes  the  offending  caravan  to  disappear  from  the  back  yard 
or  waste  piece  of  ground,  only  to  be  discovered  in  another  part  of  the 
district  some  weeks  or  months  later. 

Offensive  Trades. — The  following  is  a  list  of  the  Offensive 
Trades  carried  on  in  Wolverhampton  : — 

Bone  Boiler  ...  ...  1 

Gut  Scrapers  ...  ...  2 

Hide  and  Skin  Dealers  ...  2 

Bag  and  Bone  Dealers  ...  5 

Tripe  Boilers  ...  ...  10 

Fish  Friers  ...  ...  88 

Fat  Melters  ...  ...  2 

Now  that  the  Local  Authority  can  grant  a  sanction  for  the 
establishment  of  an  Offensive  Trade  for  a  limited  period  of  time,  the 
policy  of  the  Health  Committee  has  been  to  some  extent  modified,  and 
an  increased  number  of  applications  have  been  granted. 

During  the  year  the  number  of  applications  received  was  19,  and 
the  Council  approved  of  sanction  being  granted  in  11  cases. 

In  1926  it  became  necessary  to  take  proceedings  against  persons 
carrying  on  one  Offensive  Trade,  under  Section  114  of  the  Public 
Health  Act,  1875.  The  defendants  were  granted  a  period  of  three 
months  in  which  to  carry  out  extensive  improvements  to  their  premises. 

Rag*  Flock  Act. — Eleven  samples  of  Rag  Flocks  were  taken 
during  the  year.  In  no  case  did  amount  of  soluble  Chlorine  exceed 
that  allowed  by  the  Act. 

Schools. — The  Sanitary  conditions  of  these  premises  may  be 
considered  satisfactory.  No  schools  or  classes  had  to  be  closed  during 
1926  on  account  of  the  prevalence  of  infectious  disease. 
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HOUSING. 

Ihc  tabular  summary  of  Housing  Activities  iu  the  form  required 
by  the  Ministry  of  Health  will  be  found  on  page  60. 

Generally  it  may  be  said  that  the  standard  of  fitness  of  houses 
has  now  been  brought  to  its  pre-war  level.  In  certain  details, 
particularly  closets  and  ash  bins,  the  standard  has  improved  owing  to 
the  enormous  number  of  Pail  Closets  and  Ash  Pits  that  have  been 
abolished.  There  are  still  many  old  houses  which  have  to  remain  occupied 
because  of  the  surplus  of  tenants  over  dwellings,  and  it  is  these  worn 
out  premises  which  constantly  require  attention  of  the  owner,  usually 
under  pressure  from  the  Health  Department. 

Although  the  housing  shortage  is  less  acute  than  it  was,  over¬ 
crowding  is  still  very  common. 

The  relatively  high  rent  of  Municipal  Houses  is  bound  to  prove  a 
serious  bar  to  their  occupancy  by  families  who  have  been  accustomed 
to  a  three  roomed  dwelling  let  at  an  inclusive  figure  of  4/-  or  5/- 
a  week. 

It  is  very  difficult  to  find  a  solution  of  this  problem.  If  all  our 
slums  are  to  be  cleared  it  may  be  necessary  to  erect  Municipal  Lodging 
Houses  with  communal  heating  and  washing  accommodation. 

It  would  certainly  be  easier  to  maintain  cleanliness  and  prevent 
gross  overcrowding  in  buildings  of  this  character,  but  it  is  doubtful  if 
they  can  be  made  economically  practical  without  a  subsidy. 

Slum  Clearance. — Steady  progress  is  being  made  with  the 
Faulkland  Street  Area  Improvement  scheme. 

On  December  31st,  1926,  it  had  been  possible  to  demolish  155 
houses  and  4  works,  and  a  further  21  houses  were  void.  Only  103 
occupied  houses  now  remain  on  the  area.  Practically  all  the  200  houses 
erected  in  Thompson  Avenue  for  the  displaced  tenants,  are  now  in 
occupation. 

As  the  other  50  new  houses  are  to  be  erected  on  a  portion  of  the 
slum  area,  it  will  not  be  possible  to  build  them  until  that  particular 
site  has  been  completely  cleared. 
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There  are  several  other  areas  for  which  improvement  schemes  will 
be  necessary  in  the  near  future,  and  it  is  a  somewhat  difficult  matter 
to  decide  on  the  order  in  which  they  should  be  tackled.  Points  which 
receive  special  consideration  are  the  number  of  houses  in  the  area 
which  are  without  through,  ventilation,  or  are  situate  in  Courts  or  back 
Yards  ;  the  relative  standard  of  fitness  in  the  majority  of  the  houses 
and  the  situation  of  the  slum  area  in  relation  to  the  centre  of  the  town- 

Other  things  being  equal  it  is  considered  wisest  to  deal  with  the 
slum  problem  from  the  centre  and  to  work  outwards  towards  the 
periphery. 

It  will  be  seen  from  the  Table  that  a  certain  number  of  individual 
unhealthy  dwellings  have  also  been  closed  or  demolished  during  the 
year.  Twenty-five  Closing  Orders  were  made  by  the  Council,  and  26 
houses  were  demolished. 


INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 

( a )  Milk. — The  steady  campaign  in  favour  of  cleaner  milk  is  now 
giving  results.  At  the  end  of  1926  there  were  two  Retailers  who 
held  licenses  for  the  sale  of  Grade  “A”  Milk  in  the  Borough,  and  one 
license  had  been  granted  for  the  sale  of  Pasteurised  Milk.  In  addition 
there  are  now  several  firms  who  supply  raw  milk  in  bottles. 

The  maximum  number  of  organisms  per  cubic  centimetre  in  any 
sample  of  Grade  “A”  Milk  was  123,000.  The  Colon  Bacillus  was 
never  found  present  in  quantities  of  less  than  one  cubic  centimetre. 
One  sample  of  Pasteurised  Milk  was  taken  for  bacteriological  analysis, 
and  the  report  was  18,000  organisms  present  per  cubic  centimetre. 
B.  Coli  was  present  in  two  out  of  three  tubes  containing  one  hundredth 
of  a  cubic  centimetre  of  Milk 

During  the  year  22  persons  were  registered  for  the  sale  of  Loose 
Milk  and  3  applications  were  refused.  There  appears  to  be  no 
diminution  in  the  popularity  of  Sterilized  Milk  which  is  almost 
universally  found  in  the  homes  of  the  poor. 

The  4  Cowhouses  in  the  Borough  were  regularly  inspected  at 
frequent  intervals,  and  their  condition  is  reported  as  satisfactory. 
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(/>)  Meat.— The  list  of  the  seizures  or  voluntary  surrenders  of 
unsound  meat  will  be  found  in  Table  XXXV.  There  are  still  12 
Private  Slaughterhouses  in  the  Borough,  each  subject  to  yearly  renewal 
of  license.  The  proposals  for  a  new  and  enlarged  Abbatoir  with  a 
Waste  Eliminating  Plant  and  accommodation  for  accessory  trades  such 
as  Tripe  Boiling,  has  now  received  approval  of  the  Corporation  (April 
1927),  and  it  is  hoped  that  the  new  buildings  will  be  readv  for 

o  i/ 

occupation  by  the  end  of  the  year. 


Since  there  can  then  be  no  complaint  about  the  inadequacy  of  the 
provision  for  slaughtering  made  by  the  Corporation,  it  should  be 
possible  next  year  for  the  Health  Committee  to  proceed  with  their 
policy  of  abolishing  all  private  Slaughterhouses. 


Bakehouses. — There  are  77  Bakehouses  in  the  Borough  including 
one  underground  Bakehouse. 

The  total  number  of  visits  of  inspection  made  to  these  premises 
during  the  year  was  637. 

Adulteration. — A  statement  of  the  action  taken  under  the  Milk 
and  Cream  Regulations  will  be  found  in  Table  XXXIX.  There  were 
no  samples  taken  under  the  Condensed  and  Dried  Milk  Regulations. 
The  report  of  the  work  of  the  Inspector  under  the  Sale  of  Food  and 
Drugs  Act  is  given  in  Table  XXXVII. 

It  will  be  noted  that  10%  of  the  Milk  Samples  were  reported  as 
not  genuine,  and  that  adulteration  was  present  in  17  out  of  the  285 
samples  of  Food  and  Drugs  examined. 

Nine  samples  of  Apples  were  submitted  for  Analysis  and  Arsenic 
was  reported  present  in  two  varieties  of  imported  ones.  (Arsenious 
Oxide  one  seventieth  grain  per  lb.)  It  was  decided  to  call  the  attention 
of  the  public  to  the  number  of  risks  attendant  on  the  consumption  of 
foreign  apples,  particularly  certain  varieties,  but  it  was  not  considered 
necessary  or  advisable  to  institute  proceedings  against  the  vendors  of 
these  particular  samples.  It  should  be  added  that  one  of  these  samples 
was  taken  in  consequence  of  the  complaint  of  a  person  who  had 
suffered  from  Gastric  symptoms  after  eating  an  imported  apple 
purchased  at  the  shop  from  -which  the  sample  was  obtained. 
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INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

Tables  X— XVIII. 

Small  Pox,  —  No  cases  were  reported  in  this  Borough  during  the 
year  under  review.  The  danger  of  the  disease  being  imported  from 
other  areas  was  not  forgotten 

No  vaccinations  were  performed  by  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
under  the  Public  Health  (Small  Pox  Prevention)  Regulation  1917. 

Scarlet  Fever.— This  disease  was  less  prevalent  than  usual  and 
the  majority  of  the  cases  were  of  the  milder  type.  Of  the  183  cases 
notified  83%  were  removed  to  the  Borough  Isolation  Hospital. 

Two  deaths  occurred,  one  Hospital  case  and  the  other  a  case 
nursed  at  home. 

The  effect  of  the  density  per  house  on  recurrence  of  the  disease 
in  the  family  is  worked  out  in  Table  XIV. 

It  became  necessary  to  take  proceedings  during  the  year  against 
a  Medical  Practitioner  for  failure  to  notify  a  case  of  Scarlet  Fever, 
Defendant  was  .fined  £5  and  costs. 

Diphtheria, — A  total  of  42  cases  were  notified  during  1920  but 
the  diagnosis  was  subsequently  altered  in  9  instances.  Hospital 
treatment  was  adopted  for  38  cases,  either  at  the  Borough  Infectious 
Hospital  or  the  Wolverhampton  and  Staffordshire  General  Hospital. 

Cases  of  Diphtheria  are  removed  to  the  borough  Hospital  ns  a 
rule,  but  it  sometimes  happens  that  patients  are  sent  up  to  the  General 
Hospital  for  diagnosis,  and  are  found  to  be  suffering  from  a  grave  form 
of  Diphtheria.  In  some  instances  their  condition  is  then  too  serious  to 
permit  of  removal  to  the  Borough  Hospital.  This  will  explain  the 
fact  that  the  only  two  fatal  cases  diel  in  the  General  Hospital.  One 
of  these  cases  was  admitted  from  a  travelling  van  then  quartered  in  an 
area  outside  the  Borough.  As  the  Registrar  General  ruled  that  the 
family  had  no  fixed  place  of  residence  the  death  was  assigned  by  him 
to  Wolverhampton. 

Arrangements  are  in  force  for  a  local  Chemist  to  supply  Antitoxin 
free  on  request  at  all  hours  to  Medical  Men  for  the  use  of  the  Borough 
patients,  and  also  to  loan  an  Antitoxin  syringe  as  required. 
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Opportunities  for  immunisation  against  Scarlet  Fever  or  Diphtheria 
have  not  yet  been  made  available  to  the  public  on  a  large  scale. 

Enteric  Fever.  —  Tvro  cases  of  this  disease  were  notified  during 
1  026.  One  case  was  treated  at  the  General  Hospital  and  recovered,  the 
other  died  at  home. 

As  the  death  of  the  latter  case  took  place  less  than  three  weeks 
after  the  appearance  of  the  first  symptoms  and  the  blood  agglutination 
test  was  found  to  be  negative  after  the  case  had  been  notified  as 
Enteric  Fever,  there  is  a  possibility  that  the  diagnosis  in  this  instance 
may  have  been  incorrect. 

Encephalitis  Lethargica. — Last  year  there  was  still  a  dis¬ 
crepancy  between  the  number  of  cases  notified  and  the  number  of  deaths 
registered  as  due  to  this  disease.  The  former  was  three  and  the  latter 
six.  Two  of  the  three  notified  cases  were  admitted  to  Hospital,  and 
one  died  there,  the  third  notified  case  died  at  home.  Of  the  six  deaths 
which  took  place  from  this  disease',  four  had  not  been  previously 
notified. 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  and  Cerebral  Spinal  Meningitis. — One 

case  of  each  of  these  diseases  was  reported  during  1926.  There  were 
no  deaths. 

Acute  Pneumonia. — It  is  difficult  to  give  an  opinion  as  to  the 
efficiency  of  the  notification  of  cases  of  Acute  Primary  Pneumonia. 
Death  Certificates  are  not  always  an  accurate  guide  to  the  actual 
certification  of  an  illness,  and  a  death  certified  as  due  to  Pneumonia 
may  not  necessarily  have  been  a  case  of  Acute  Primary  Pneumonia. 
The  records  show  that  73  cases  of  this  form  of  illness  were  notified,  and 
there  were  85  deaths  reported  as  due  to  Pneumonia  (Primary  Cause). 

As  regards  Influenzal  Pneumonia,  20  cases  were  notified,  and  18 
deaths  were  ascribed  to  Influenza  and  its  complications. 

Provision  is  made  for  enquiries  by  a  member  of  the  Staff  of  the 
Public  Health  Department  into  all  notified  cases  of  Pneumonia,  and 
extra  nursing  assistance  is  provided  where  necessary  by  enlisting  the 
co-operation  of  the  District  Nursing  Association. 

Measles.  — This  disease  was  very  prevalent  during  the  first  six 
months  of  the  vear.  Satisfactory  information  of  its  extent  was 
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obtained  through  the  Education  Department,  and  the  necessary 
Exclusion  Notices  for  Contacts  were  issued. 

It  will  be  noticed  that  7  fatal  cases  of  Measles  occurred  during 
the  year,  all  in  children  under  the  age  of  two  years. 

Ophthalmia. — A  mild  but  highly  infectious  form  of  inflammation 
of  the  eyes  was  widely  prevalent  during  the  third  quarter,  particularly 
in  school  children  and  their  younger  brothers  and  sisters. 

This  disease  was  found  to  be  quickly  and  easily  cured  by  appropriate 
treatment.  The  children  affected  were  dealt  with  either  at  the  School 
Clinic  or  at  the  Eye  Infirmary  and,  as  a  measure  of  prevention,  the 
Baths  Superintendent  was  requested  to  refuse  admission  to  the  Baths 
to  any  children  with  sore  eyes.  The  epidemic  rapidly  subsided. 

Particulars  of  Ophthalmia  Neonatorum  will  be  found  in  Table 
XXVIII.  There  is  a  great  increase  in  the  number  of  cases  notified 
which  is  probably  due  to  a  stricter  enforcement  of  Rule  21  (5)  of  the 
Central  Midwives  Board.  The  large  majority  of  the  cases  were  slight 
and  only  in  one  instance  was  there  any  permanent  impairment  of  vision. 

Anthrax. — A  case  of  Clinical  Anthrax  was  admitted  to  the 
General  Hospital,  and  recovered  after  the  administration  of  Serum 
injected  locally.  As  the  sore  was  on  the  face  of  a  male  who  had 
recently  purchased  a  new  shaving  brush  of  imitation  Badger  Hair,  this 

article  at  once  fell  under  suspicion.  Films  from  the  sore  showed  the 
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presence  of  typical  Anthrax  Baccilli,  but  these  could  not  be  obtained  in 
culture.  A  successful  attempt  was  then  made  to  obtain  cultures  from 
the  shaving  brush.  The  cultures  were  lethal  to  mice,  but  the  post¬ 
mortem  appearances  of  the  mice  were  not  typical.  The  cultures  were 
therefore  submitted  to  the  Ministry  of  Health  for  further  analysis. 
Meanwhile  a  visit  was  paid  to  the  local  retailer  from  whom  the  brush 
had  been  purchased,  and  he  at  once  gave  an  undertaking  not  to  put  on 
sale  any  further  shaving  brushes  from  the  batch  containing  the 
particular  one  under  suspicion.  It  was  later  reported  that  the 
organisms  isolated  from  the  shaving  brush  were  not  Anthrax  Bacilli, 
and  it  is  now  believed  that  the  patient,  who  was  employed  on  a  Farm, 
must  have  contracted  the  disease  from  a  living  animal,  although  no 
outbreak  of  Anthrax  was  traced  to  the  Farm  in  question. 


Disinfection. — At  present  the  time  honoured  routine  is  followed 
of  disinfecting  by  Steam  the  bedding  and  wearing  apparel  of  cases  of 
infectious  disease,  and  accompanying  this  by  Formalin  Vapour  disin¬ 
fection  of  the  bedroom  after  the  removal  of  the  patient  to  Hospital. 
If  the  case  is  nursed  at  home,  the  disinfection  is  carried  out  after  the 
Medical  Attendant  has  pronounced  the  patient  free  from  infection. 

The  value  of  steam  disinfection  is  unchallenged  but  it  now  appears 
doubtful  if  there  is  anything  to  be  gained  by  sealing  up  rooms  and 
burning  Formalin  lamps  in  them.  It  is  doubtful  in  the  first  place  if 
the  infecting  agents  of  acute  contagious  diseases  can  survive  for  many 
hours  on  furniture,  walls  or  carpets,  and  in  the  second  place  it  is  more 
than  doubtful  if  the  disinfectant  liberated  in  the  room  is  of  sufficient 
power  or  under  such  favourable  conditions  as  would  enable  it  to 
destroy  germs  which  might  be  present. 

A  number  of  Health  Departments  have  now  abandoned  room 
disinfection  for  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  and  Diphtheria,  and  they  claim 
to  get  as  good  results  as  when  this  measure  was  applied.  An  increasing 
knowledge  of  the  paths  of  infection  tends  to  confirm  the  idea  that  direct 
transference  of  the  infecting  agent  from  one  living  being  to  another  is 
the  usual  method  by  which  contagious  disease  is  spread. 

Borough  Hospital.—  Owing  to  the  relative  absence  of  Scarlet 
Fever  and  Diphtheria  from  the  Borough,  it  was  possible  to  admit  a 
larger  number  of  cases  from  outside  districts.  It  will  be  seen  from 
Table  XIII  that  a  total  of  254  cases  were  admitted  during  the  year, 
including  67  cases  not  belonging  to  the  Borough.  The  percentage  of 
severe  cases  was  approximately  1  in  3,  and  there  were  3  deaths  in  the 
Institution  during  the  year. 

The  average  duration  of  treatment  for  all  cases  was  37  days  as 
compared  with  47  days  last  year. 

Since  the  introduction  of  Scarlatinal  Antistreptococcus  Serum  as 
the  routine  for  all  early  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever,  it  has  been  found 
possible  to  reduce  the  duration  of  their  stay  in  Hospital  by  nearly  14 
days,  without  increasing  the  risks  of  infection  after  discharge.  This 
form  of  treatment  accounts  for  the  diminution  of  stay  in  Hospital. 
Apart  from  its  effects  in  cutting  shoit  the  disease,  this  Serum  has  been 
of  particular  therapeutic  value  in  the  treatment  of  severe  cases  of 
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Scarlet  Fever.  When  given  early  in  the  disease  it  acted  like  a  charm 
in  the  few  septic  cases  which  were  dealt  with  during  the  year,  and  those 
patients  made  a  quick  recovery  and  had  an  uneventful  convalescence. 

There  were  5  possible  return  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  during  the 
year.  In  one  the  second  case  supervened  more  than  two  weeks  after 
the  discharge  of  the  patient  from  Hospital.  In  the  other  four  the 
interval  was  between  one  and  two  weeks.  It  is  interesting  to  note 
also  that  none  of  these  return  cases  occurred  during  the  summer  months. 

The  present  accommodation  for  the  isolation  of  doubtful  cases  or 
of  cases  with  a  double  infection  is  very  inadequate,  and  the  erection  of 
an  Isolation  Ward  of  10  single  cubicles  is  projected  in  the  immediate 
future.  When  this  is  built  it  may  be  possible  to  admit  cases  of  other 
diseases  besides  Scarlet  Fever  and  Diphtheria,  if  occasion  arises.  It  is 
also  proposed  to  replace  the  Yelox  Current  Steam  Disinfector  by  a 
larger  Disinfector,  fitted  with  a  Jacketed  Chamber  for  use  with  steam 
under  pressure. 

Tuberculosis.  — The  death  rate  from  this  disease  again  showed  a 
slight  rise  last  year  being  1  ‘08  per  1 ,000  population.  The  increase 
was  most  marked  in  deaths  from  Respiratory  Tuberculosis  which  rose 
to  0*97  per  1 ,000  population.  Since  1922  the  death  rate  from  all  forms 
cf  Tuberculosis  has  increased  by  23%,  and  the  Respiratory  rate  by  43%. 
This  is  a  very  serious  rise  in  the  mortality  from  a  disease  which  is 
believed  to  be  steadily  diminishing.  It  is,  however,  necessary  to  tale 
a  long  view  and  to  remember  that  the  last  five  years  have  been 
abnormal  as  far  as  unemployment,  poverty  and  housing  are  concerned. 
Tuberculosis,  moreover,  is  a  disease  of  slow  development,  and  the  fatal 
cases  recorded  last  year  probably  originated  some  two  or  three  years 
back 

'Table  V  gives  the  number  of  cases  of  Tuberculosis  notified  at 
various  ages,  and  also  the  number  of  deaths  recorded. 

Full  particulars  of  Wolverhampton’s  scheme  for  dealing  with 
Tuberculosis  were  mentioned  in  the  Survey  Report  last  year. 

No  cases  were  heard  of  during  1926  which  wou’d  come  within  the 
scope  of  the  Public  Health  (Prevention  of  Tuberculosis)  Regulations 
1925.  It  has  not  yet  been  necessary  to  take  any  action  under  Section 
62  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1925. 
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The  customary  Table  giving  the  efficiency  or  otherwise  of  the 
notification  of  Tuberculosis  will  be  found  on  page  39. 

T.  B.  Milk— There  were  eleven  samples  of  milk  examined  during 
1926  for  the  presence  of  living  Tubercle  Bacillus  In  no  instance  was 
the  organism  reported  present. 

VENEREAL  DISEASES. 

The  arrangements  for  treatment  and  prevention  of  Venereal 
Diseases  are  as  described  in  the  previous  Report. 

From  the  Table  supplied  by  the  Medical  Officer  of  the  treatment 
Centre  (Table  XL)  it  will  be  observed  that  there  was  a  considerable 
increase  (14%)  in  the  cases  of  V.D.  presenting  themselves  for  treatment 
at  the  Clinic  for  the  first  time  during  1926.  There  was  also  a 
satisfactory  rise  in  the  number  of  cases  discharged  after  completion  of 
treatment,  as  compared  with  the  previous  year.  The  total  attendances 
at  the  Clinic  increased  from  15,458  to  15,913. 

It  is  unfortunate  that  the  extension  of  existing  industries  and  the 
advent  of  new  ones  is  often  accompanied  by  an  increase  in  the  cases  of 
V.D.  in  an  area,  and  whilst  lamenting  this  fact,  one  must  prefer  that 
these  cases  should  attend  at  the  Clinic  for  treatment  rather  than  that 
the  disease  should  go  on  unchecked. 


MATERNITY  AND  CHILD  WELFARE. 


Midwives. — In  a  town  like  Wolverhampton  which  is  mainly 
industrial,  and  in  which  the  rateable  value  of  85%  of  the  houses  is  less 
than  £15  per  annum,  it  is  not  surprising  to  find  that  77%  of  the  births 
are  notified  by  Midwives  and  not  by  Doctors. 

Medical  assistance  was  sought  by  Midwives  at  617  confinements 
or  approximately  35%.  The  different  reasons  for  requiring  medicfd 
aid  are  classified  in  Table  XXIII,  and  it  will  be  seen  that  the  biggest 
item  is  Eye  Discharge  in  the  infant  (157  cases.) 

In  September,  1926,  a  Midwife  was  reported  to  the  Local  Super¬ 
vising  Authority  for  failure  to  call  in  medical  assistance  for  a  case  of 
Ophthalmia  Neonatorum.  The  charge  was  found  proved  and  the 
Midwife  was  censured.  The  following  month  the  same  Midwife  again 
appeared  before  the  Local  Supervising  Authority  on  a  similar  charge 
in  connection  with  another  infant.  A  prima  facie  case  was  found  and 
the  matter  referred  to  the  Central  Midwives  Board.  (At  a  Penal  Session 
of  the  Central  Mid  wives  Board  in  January  1927,  this  Midwife  was 
placed  on  probation  for  a  period  of  six  months).  The  Corporation 
continue  to  refund  the  fees  of  Midwives  in  necessitous  cases.  Last 
year  the  total  amount  of  fees  thus  paid  was  £98  14s.  Od. 

Infant  Mortality  . — There  were  2,013  legitimate  births  and  66 
illegitimate  births  in  the  whole  Borough  in  1926.  During  the  same 
period  148  deaths  of  infants  under  one  year  of  age  took  place  of  whom 
six  were  born  out  of  wedlock.  The  Infant  Moitality  Rates  in 
comparison  with  1925  are  as  follows  : — 


(a)  Total  Infant  Mortality  Rate  (Deaths 

1925 

1926 

under  1  year  per  1,000  Births) 

89 

71 

(h)  Mortality  Rate  of  Legitimate  Births 

87 

71 

(c)  Mortality  Rate  of  Illegitimate  Births 

134 

91 

The  general  Infant  Mortality  Rate  ( J i)  is  the  lowest  ever  recorded  in 
}Volverhampton,  and  one  which  would  have  been  considered  impossible 
25  years  ago,  when  one  baby  in  five  did  not  live  to  reach  the  age  of 
twelve  months. 

Last  year  the  deaths  occurring  under  four  weeks  of  age  numbered 
67,  giving  a  neo-natal  mortality  figure  of  32*2. 
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In  spite  of  the  increase  in  the  attention  devoted  to  women  both 
before  and  during  Child  Birth,  much  more  can  still  be  done.  It  is  the 
Mid  wives  and  Expectant  Mothers  themselves  whose  co-operation  is  so 
earnestly  needed. 

Maternal  Mortality. — There  were  two  deaths  from  Puerperal 
Sepsis  during  the  year,  and  ten  from  other  diseases  or  accidents,  of 
Child  Birth.  This  represents  a  Maternal  Mortality  of  5*8  per  1,000 
Births. 

Consequent  upon  the  Circular  from  the  Ministry  of  Health 
accompanying  the  Public  Health  (Notifications  of  Puerperal  Fever  and 
Puerperal  Pyrexia)  Regulations,  1026,  the  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare 
Committee  prepared  and  received  approval  of  a  scheme  providing  for — 

1.  Consultations  with  Obstetric  Specialists. 

2.  Institutional  Treatment. 

3.  Free  Bacteriological  examinations  and  the  supply  of  vacines. 

There  were  12  notifications  of  Puerperal  Fever  and  6  of  Puerperal 
Pyrexia  during  the  year,  and  10  of  these  cases  were  removed  to  Hospital 
for  treatment.  In  no  case  was  any  request  received  for  the  services  of 
a  Consultant.  Blood  examinations  were  made  and  vacines  prepared  in 
3  instances. 

All  notified  cases  of  Puerperal  Fever  and  Puerperal  Pyrexia  were 
carefully  investigated  by  one  of  the  Assistant  Medical  Office: s  or  by 
the  Inspector  of  Midwives.  The  following  is  a  summary  of  the  ca>es 
with  a  note  of  the  conditions  which  may  possibly  have  been  responsible 


for  the  Pyrexia. 

1. 

Instrumental  Delivery, 

8. 

Adherent  Placenta, 

Adherent  Placenta. 

Septic  Teeth. 

2 

9 

9-12 

Normal  Labour  no  cause  found. 

3 

Instrumental  Delivery. 

13 

Ruptured  Perineum. 

4 

Instrumental  Delivery 

14. 

Adherent  Placenta 

5. 

Instrumental  Delivery 

15. 

Instrumental  Delivery, 

Post-partum  Hemorrhage. 

6. 

Mammary  Abscess. 

16. 

Chicken  Pox, 

l  ■ 

Adherent  Placenta 

Health  Visiting’.— Tab  1 

e  XXIV 

With  a  staff*  the  same  size  as 

last  vear 

•/ 

,  the  number  of  visits 

paid  sin 

ows  an  increase  from  21,168  to 

21,278. 

There  has  also  been 

an  increase  in  the  number  of  visits  paid 

to  toddlers.  For  administrative  purposes  the  Borough  is  divided  into 
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six  districts,  each  of  which  is  assigned  to  one  Health  Visitor.  The 
three  Centres  are  so  placed  that  each  serves  two  adjoining  districts. 
Six  of  the  Health  Visitors  work  in  pairs  at  the  Clinics  whilst  the 
seventh  acts  as  relief,  visits  special  cases  and  has  charge  of  the 
Dressing  Centre. 

It  was  entirely  due  to  the  enterprise  and  enthusiasm  of  the 
Health  Visitors  that  the  Exhibition  held  in  connection  with  Baby 
Week  was  such  an  unqualified  success.  The  extremely  popular 
Christmas  Entertainments  and  Holiday  Outings  were  also  organised  by 
them  in  conjunction  with  the  Voluntary  Workers. 

Infant  Welfare  Centres. — Table  XXVI.  Last  Autumn, 
Wolverhampton’s  first  municipally  owned  Clinic  was  opened.  This  is 
situated  in  the  east  end  of  the  Town,  and  replaces  a  Centre  which  had 
previously  been  held  thrice  a  week  in  St.  James’  Schools.  The  new 
Clinic  is  a  brick  building  of  bungalow  type,  consisting  of  a  Lobby  and 
Central  Assembly  Hall  from  which  open  the  Weighing  Room,  two 
Doctors’  Rooms,  a  Clerk’s  Room  and  a  Kitchen.  The  Mayoress 
formally  declared  these  premises  open  at  a  pleasing  little  ceremony 
which  took  place  on  October  27th. 

Already  this  Clinic  has  proved  an  unqualified  success,  and  its 
bright  decorative  scheme  also  serves  to  attract  mothers  from  the 
generally  drab  surroundings  of  this  district. 

The  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Committee  are  coming  forward 
with  a  scheme  for  building  a  similar  Centre  in  the  south  of  the  town 
to  replace  the  Clinic  at  present  held  at  St.  Paul’s  School.  The  average 
attendance  at  the  east  Centre  has  now  risen  to  54  (as  against  47  last 
year).  The  average  attendance  at  the  north  Centre  (60)  is  becoming  too 
high  for  comfortable  and  efficient  working  and  it  will  shortly  be  necessary 
to  hold  an  additional  weekly  Clinic  here,  making  a  total  of  nine  sessions 
for  the  whole  town  or  three  per  week  at  each  Centre. 

It  has  been  suggested  that  insufficient  attention  is  devoted  to 
Toddlers  at  the  Clinics.  To  meet  this  an  experiment  is  now  being  tried 
by  holding  a  special  Clinic  for  Toddlers  once  every  month.  Many 
mothers  are  compelled  by  force  of  circumstances  to  bring  all  their  family 
below  school  age  with  them  each  time  they  come  to  the  Clinic.  On  this 
special  afternoon  the  newest  arrival  is  to  be  ignored  in  favour  of  his 
little  brothers  and  sisters. 


30 


The  Voluntary  Helpers  have  again  done  a  great  deal  to  increase  the 
popularity  and  the  utility  of  the  Centres.  The  active  interest  which  they 
take  in  the  work  is  undoubtedly  one  of  the  reasons  why  Wolverhampton’s 
efforts  for  mothers  and  babies  are  so  well  known  and  supported. 

Ante-Natal  Clinic, — There  were  98  sessions  held  during  the  year 
and  a  total  of  1,213  attendances  made.  An  increased  number  of  cases 
are  being  discovered  whose  home  circumstances  are  unsatisfactory  for  a 
confinement  and  who  are  willing  to  go  into  a  Maternity  Home.  In  all 
17  Expectant  Mothers  were  sent  to  the  Maternity  Home  at  1,  Bath  Road 
either  partly  or  wholly  at  the  expense  of  the  Corporation,  and  a  further 
3  were  admitted  to  the  Infirmary.  The  number  of  recommendations 
had  to  be  considerably  restricted  at  certain  times  during  the  year  as  the 
limited  accommodation  at  the  Maternity  Home  was  completely  booked 
up  for  several  months  ahead. 

There  are  three  classes  of  cases  for  whom  the  Municipality  may 
feel  it  desirable  to  provide  Lying-in  Beds  : 

(a)  Cases  where  home  conditions  are  quite  unsatisfactory. 

( b )  Cases  in  whom  labour  is  expected  to  be  abnormal  and  skilled 

operative  treatment  may  be  necessary. 

(c)  Cases  requiring  Hospital  treatment  before  confinement  on 

account  of  disease  or  abnormality. 

A  Maternity  Home  is  usually  suitable  for  Class  A  and  often  for 
Class  C,  but  for  Class  B  a  bed  in  a  properly  equipped  Matei  nity  Hospital 
is  necessary  where  skilled  Doctors  and  Nurses  are  on  the  spot  and  ready 
to  deal  with  any  emergency  that  may  arise. 

Home  Helps. — There  was  an  increased  demand  for  the  services 
of  Home  Helps  during  1926.  These  women  were  supplied  to  140  cases 
at  a  net  cost  to  the  Corporation  of  .£148. 

Supplies  of  Milk.  — -The  amount  of  Dried  Milk  supplied  free 
showed  a  steady  weekly  increase  during  last  summer  and  the  expenditure 
of  the  Corporation  on  this  commodity  in  December,  1 926,  was  65% 
higher  than  in  April  of  the  same  year.  This  was  entirely  due  to  the 
increase  in  unemployment. 

Dental  Treatment. — There  has  been  no  material  change  in  the 
scheme  described  last  year.  There  were  48  sessions  held  at  the  Dental 
Clinic,  224  attendances  were  made  and  Artificial  Dentures  were  supplied 
to  28  Expectant  or  Nursing  Mothers, 
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Artificial  Sunlight  Treatment.— In  September,  1926,  arrange¬ 
ments  were  made  for  the  Corporation  to  send  selected  cases  from  the 
Infant  Welfare  Centres  to  the  Artificial  Sunlight  Clinic  at  the  Wolver¬ 
hampton  General  Hospital.  During  the  remainder  of  the  year  8  cases 
all  of  rachitic  type,  and  very  poor  subjects  physically,  received  attention. 

Four  children  had  a  complete  course  and  showed  marked  improve¬ 
ment  and  two  of  the  four  were  recommended  for  a  further  complete 
coarse.  Two  others  were  improving  but  had  not  completed  the  course 
by  the  31st  December,  1926,  and  were  continuing  with  the  treatment. 
One  had  received  twelve  doses  and  although  improving  stopped  going 
as  his  mother  was  ill  and  unable  to  take  him.  One  case  was  really 
unsatisfactory  as  her  condition  was  complicated  by  tubercular  peritonitis. 

Improvement  was  ascertained  by  gain  in  weight,  appearance,  and 
the  mother’s  statements. 

The  ages  of  the  children  ranged  from  9  months  to  3  years  4  months. 
The  full  course  consists  of  twenty  doses. 

The  dosage  is  graduated,  commencing  in  every  case  by  an  initita 
exposure  of  2  minutes  to  the  back  and  front  of  the  patient  and  by  increases 
of  1  minute  to  a  maximum  of  15  minutes  to  the  back  and  front. 

Babies  receive  half  doses. 

The  following  are  some  details  of  the  four  children  who  had 
completed  their  course  of  treatment : — 

1.  Female,  aged  1  year  9  months. 

Weight  at  commencement  of  treatment  17  lbs.,  6  ozs. 

,,  ,,  completion  of  course  -  19  lbs.,  3  ozs. 

Gain  -  -  1  lb  ,  13  ozs. 

Physical  condition  shewed  marked  improvement. 

2.  Female,  aged  3  years  4  months. 

Weight  at  commencement  of  treatment  28  lbs.,  8  ozs. 

,,  ,,  completion  of  course  -  30  lbs  ,  10  ozs. 

Gain  -  -  2  lbs.,  2  ozs. 

Decided  improvement  in  physical  condition. 

3.  Female,  aged  2  years. 

Weight  at  commencement  of  treatment  21  lbs.,  4  ozs. 

.,  ,,  completion  of  course  -  21  lbs.,  8  ozs. 

Gain  -  -  4  ozs. 

Condition  generally  improving  and  advised  to  have  a 
further  course  of  20  doses. 

4  Female,  aged  1  year  2  months. 

Weight  at  commencement  of  treatment  18  lbs.,  2  ozs. 

,,  ,,  completion  of  course  -  18  lbs.,  5  ozs. 

Gain  -  -  3  ozs. 

Condition  generally  improving  and  advised  to  continue 
this  treatment  twice  weekly. 
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Propaganda. — A  highly  successful  Baby  Week  was  held  Sept. 
26th  to  October  2nd,  the  details  of  which  are  as  follows : — 

WOLVERHAMPTON  BABY  WEEK. 

September  26th— October  2nd,  1926. 

Sept. 26th — Evening  Concert,  Queen’s  Picture  House. 

,,  27th — Decorated  Pram  Parade.  Judging  by  Mayor  and  Mayoress. 

Babies’  Section  :  1st  and  2nd  Prizes. 

Toddlers’  Section  .  1st  and  2nd  Prizes. 

,,  28th — 3  p.m.  Address  in  the  Hippodrome. 

Speaker :  E.  B.  Turner,  Esq,  F.R.C.S. 

Subject :  “Expectant  Parenthood.” 

4-30  p.m.  Opening  of  the  “Baby  Week”  Exhibition  by 
His  Y\  orship  the  Mayor  (Alderman  E.  A.  Willcock). 

29th — 3  p.m.  Address  in  the  Council  Chamber. 

Speaker :  Dr.  R.  H.  H.  Jolly  (Medical  Officer  of  Health). 
Subject :  “Infectious  Diseases.” 

,,  30th — 3  p.m.  Address  in  the  Council  Chamber, 

Speaker :  Miss  M.  Cartfr  (Superintendent  of  Midwives). 
Subject :  “Ante-Natal  Care  of  Mother  and  Child.” 

Oct.  1st — 3  p.m.  Address  by  Mrs.  Beardmore  in  the  Council  Chamber. 
Subject :  “  Character  Training. 

6-30  p.m.  Closing  of  “  1’aby  AVeek  Exhibition. 

Presentation  of  Prizes  to  winners  in  Pram  Parade  and 
Mothers’  and  Fathers’  Competitions. 

,,  2nd — 2-3u  p.m.  Variety  Matinee  to  Mothers  in  Theatre  Royal. 

Performance  of  the  Health  Play,  “Sunshine  House,”  by 
Girl  Guides. 
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All  the  week  a  Poster  display  in  various  shops  in  the  town,  and 

also  on  the  Corporation  refuse  carts  : —  “Dust  Encourages  Disease - 

Keep  the  lid  on  your  Dustbin,”  etc.  Exhibition  of  similar  Posters  at 
all  Welfare  Centres. 

Literature  Stall  in  Baby  Week  Exhibition. 

Free  distribution  of  Health  Leaflets. 

Diet  for  Toddlers,  etc. 

Sale  of  Booklets  : — “  How  to  keep  Well.”  “  Hints  to  the  Busy 
Housewife.”  “To  Wives  and  Mothers,”  and  “Cookery  Booklets  for 
people  with  small  incomes.” 

The  above  effort  was  successful  in  obtaining  a  special  Certificate 
of  Merit  from  the  National  Baby  Week  Council. 


The  evening  Meetings  for  Fathers  which  had  proved  so  successful 
in  1925  were  continued  during  the  winter  months  of  1926. 

At  each  of  the  three  Clinics  a  Meeting  was  held  once  a  month  at 
which  a  Medical  or  Lay  Speaker  gave  an  Address  on  some  Health  topic 
which  was  followed  by  a  discussion.  The  second  part  of  the  programme 
was  of  a  musical  nature  and  the  best  thanks  of  the  Committee  are 
certainly  due  to  all  those  artistes  who  so  kindly  came  forward  and  gave 
their  services. — (Table  XLI). 

At  two  of  the  Centres  the  Fathers  themselves  formed  a  Committee 
who  canvassed  for  new  members  and  made  suggestions  as  to  topics  of 
interest  for  discussion. 

Numerous  Health  Lectures  have  also  been  given  by  the  Staff  of  the 
Public  Health  Department  to  various  Associations  and  Organisations. 


Meteorological  Report  for  the  Year  1926. 
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TABLE  I. 


Vital  Statistics  during  1926  and  9  Previous  Years, 
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Area  of  District  in  Acres,  3,525. 

Institutions  within  the  Borough  receiving  sick  and  infirm  persons  from  without  the  Borough  : — 

The  Wolverhampton  and  Staffordshire  Hospital ;  The  Wolverhampton  Borough  Hospital ;  The  Wolverhampton  and 
Midland  Counties  Eye  Infimary  ;  The  Wolverhampton  and  District  Hospital  for  Women  ;  The  Queen  Victoria  Nursing  Institution. 


Vital  Statistics  during  1926,  in  Wards. 
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TABLE  IV. 

Causes  of,  and  Ages  at  Death  during  the  Year  1926. 


Net  Deaths  at  the  subjoined  ages  of  Residents  within  the 

Borough. 

3  H 

3 

CAUSES  OF  DEATH. 

All  Ages. 

Under  1 
year. 

1  and 
under  2. 

2  and 
under  5. 

5  and 

under  15. 

15  and 

under  25. 

25  and 

under  45. 

45  and 

under  65. 

65  and 

upwards. 

Total  Deat 

Institute 

in  the  disl 

C  Certified 

1241 

147 

44 

23 

31 

64 

141 

320 

471 

493 

All  causes  < 

(.Uncertified  ... 

4 

1 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

2 

Enteric  Fever 

1 

1 

Small-pox 

... 

... 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

Measles 

7 

2 

5 

Scarlet  Fever 

2 

1 

1 

2 

Whooping  Cough ... 

6 

2 

2 

2 

•  t  • 

3 

Diphtheria  and  Croup 

2 

•  •  . 

*  *  • 

1 

•  •  • 

1 

17 

Influenza 

18 

1 

... 

1 

4 

8 

4 

1 

Erysipelas 

2 

... 

•  ♦  • 

*  •  i 

... 

... 

1 

1 

3 

Phthisis 

(Pulmonary  Tuberculosis) 

107 

1 

3 

3 

25 

47 

27 

1 

8 

Tuberculous  Meningitis  ... 

10 

3 

3 

2 

1 

1 

14 

Other  Tuberculous  Diseases 

2 

1 

1 

8 

Cancer,  malignant  disease 

141 

1 

1 

1 

7 

69 

62 

55 

Rheumatic  Fever... 

8 

2 

3 

1 

1 

1 

2 

Meningitis 

Organic  Heart  Disease 

6 

1 

4 

1 

5 

147 

1 

8 

55 

83 

12 

Bronchitis 

100 

17 

5 

i 

1 

4 

23 

49 

5 

Pneumonia  (all  forms) 

85 

20 

15 

4 

4 

1 

12 

16 

13 

37 

Other  diseases  of 
respiratory  organs 

13 

1 

2 

4 

6 

6 

Diarrhoea  and  Enteritis  ... 

17 

11 

6 

13 

Appendicitis 

5 

... 

1 

2 

... 

1 

i 

19 

Cirhosis  of  Liver 

1 

Alcoholism 

Nephritis  and  Bright’s 
Disease 

28 

3 

2 

13 

10 

11 

Puerperal  Fever  ... 

2 

... 

... 

2 

3 

Other  accidents  and  diseases 
of  Pregnancy  and  Partu¬ 
rition  ... 

10 

2 

8 

13 

Congenital  Debility  and 
Malformation,  including 
Premature  Birth 

70 

68 

1 

1 

22 

Violent  Deaths,  excluding 
Suicide 

39 

1 

1 

7 

5 

o 

o 

10 

12 

62 

Suicide  ... 

11 

1 

2 

5 

3 

5 

Other  Defined  Diseases 

405 

22 

4 

5 

5 

15 

35 

86 

233 

166 

Diseases  ill-defined  or 
unknown 

1 

.  .  . 

.  .  . 

.  .  . 

.  .  . 

1 

Totals  ... 

1245 

148 

44 

23 

31 

64 

141 

1  321 

473 

493 
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TABLE  V. 

Tuberculosis,  Year  1926. 


. 

New  Cases. 

Deaths. 

Age  Periods. 

Pulmonary. 

Non- 

Pulmonary. 

Pulmonary. 

Non- 

Pulmonary. 

Male. 

Fe¬ 

male. 

Male. 

Fe¬ 

male. 

Male. 

Fe¬ 

male. 

Male. 

Fe¬ 

male. 

0—1 

2 

1 

2 

1 

1—5 

5 

2 

3 

1 

3 

1 

4 

5  —  10 

13 

9 

7 

4 

... 

2 

... 

1 

10—15 

12 

8 

4 

1 

1 

... 

. . . 

1 

15—20 

11 

10 

. . . 

2 

2 

7 

1 

1 

20 — 25 

15 

23 

1 

2 

10 

6 

•  •  • 

25—35 

28 

29 

... 

... 

14 

17 

1 

35—45 

19 

17 

.. . 

.. . 

10 

6 

... 

•  •  • 

45—55 

17 

5 

. . . 

. . . 

16 

4 

... 

. . . 

55-65 

6 

... 

. . . 

... 

5 

2 

... 

... 

65  &  upwards 

3 

1 

. . . 

1 

. . . 

... 

Totals  . . . 

129 

104 

17 

11 

62 

4S 

8 

4 

Tuberculosis,  1926. 

Interval  elapsing  between  date  of  notification  and  date  of  death. 
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TABLE  VI. 


40 

TABLE  VII.  Tuberculosis,  1926. 


Pulmonary 

Non- 

Pulmonary 

Total 

Cases  notified 

233 

28 

261 

Cases  re-notified 

1 55 

hr 

i 

162 

Cases  admitted  to  Institutions  : 

Sanatoria... 

110 

1 

111 

Kinver  Hospital 

37 

37 

Poor  Law  Infirmary 

... 

... 

... 

Other  Institutions  ... 

3 

1 

4 

Cases  discharged  from 
Institutions : 

Sanatoria... 

108 

1 

109 

Kinver  Hospital 

29 

29 

Poor  Law  Infirmary 

. . . 

... 

... 

Other  Institutions  ... 

2 

2 

4 

First  visits  to  homes  by 
Inspectors 

233 

28 

261 

Number  of  Deaths  ... 

... 

... 

... 

TABLE  VIII.  New  Cases  Attending  T.B.  Dispensary. 


Pulmonary 

Non- 

Pul  monary 

Total 

Recommended  for  : 

Dispensary  Treatment 

29 

10 

39 

Domiciliary 

12 

... 

12 

Hospitals... 

31 

4 

35 

Sanatorium 

99 

1 

100 

Totals 

171 

15 

186 

41 


TABLE  IX.  Zymotic  Diseases,  1926. 


Notifiable  Disease. 

Notilied. 

Admitted 
to  Hospital. 

Deaths  in 
Hospital. 

Deaths  at 

home  of  cases 
previously 
notified 

Small  Pox 

Diphtheria 

42* 

38 

2 

•  .  • 

Scarlet  Fever 

183  f 

152 

1 

1 

Enteric  Fever 

2 

1 

1 

Puerperal  Fever 

12 

10 

2 

•  .  • 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

6- 

1 

•  •  • 

•  .  . 

Erysipelas 

23 

6 

.  .  . 

1 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

82 

•  .  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

Cerebro  Spinal  Meningitis 

1 

1 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

Encephalitis  Lethargica 

3 

2 

1 

1 

Malaria 

... 

... 

... 

•  •  V 

Primary  Pneumonia 

73 

16 

2 

12 

Influenzal  Pneumonia  ... 

20 

6 

... 

2 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

1 

i 

•  .  • 

•  •  • 

Others 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

f  2  of  these  proved  not  to  be  Scarlet  Fever. 


*  9  ,,  ,,  ,,  „  Diphtheria. 


TABLE  X.  Disinfection. 

Number  of  rooms  disinfected  with  Formalin  ...  ...  308 

Number  of  rooms  sprayed  ...  ...  ...  215 

1  Ambulance,  1  Shelter,  1  Taxi,  and  3  Canal  Boats. 


Articles  disinfected  by  steam  : — 


Blankets  - 

261. 

Sheets  - 

162. 

Quilts  -  -  -  - 

118 

Pillow  Cases 

176. 

Pugs  -  - 

17. 

Dresses  and  Suits 

226 

Pillows  -  - 

29. 

Mattresses 

18. 

Miscellaneous  -  - 

3481 

Total  -  4,488. 


Library  books  fumigated 


114 
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TABLE  XIII 

Borough  Infectious  Hospital. 


Scarlet 

Fever. 

Diph¬ 

theria. 

Other 

Diseases. 

Total 

Cases  in  Hospital  on  January  2nd,  1926 

25 

12 

3 

40 

Total  cases  admitted  during  year 

211 

39 

4 

254 

Cases  admitted  from  outside  districts 

59 

8 

— 

67 

Cases  wrongly  diagnosed 

4 

9 

— 

13 

Mild  and  uncomplicated  cases  ... 

136 

20 

— 

156 

Severe  and  septic  cases 

71 

10 

— 

81 

Complications  : — 

Adenitis 

16 

— 

— 

16 

Otitis  Media 

8 

1 

— 

9 

Nephritis 

11 

9 

— 

20 

Rhinitis 

20 

— 

— 

20 

Scarlatinal  Rheumatism  ... 

1 

— 

— 

1 

Intercurrent  diseases 

(eg.  Bronchitis)  etc. 

6 

. 

6 

Cardiac 

1 

— 

— . 

1 

Laryngeal 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Miscellaneous 

8 

— 

— 

8 

Number  of  Operations  performed  :  — 

Minor  Operations 

1 

— 

— 

1 

Major  „  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Number  of  Deaths 

2 

— 

1 

3 

Total  cases  discharged  during  the  year 

214 

42 

6 

262 

Average  duration  of  treatment  ... 

37  days 

Average  number  of  beds  occupied 

26-9 

Cases  in  Hospital,  January  1st,  1927 

20 

9 

— 

29 

The  above  figures  refer  to  all  cases  admitted  to  the  Borough 
Hospital  and  ?iot  solely  to  Wolverhampton  ones. 


Scarlet  Fever. 

Belation  of  Overcrowding  to  Incidence. 
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TABLE  XIV. 
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TABLE  XV,  Diphtheria. 


Year 

Cases 

Deaths 

Death  Rate  per 

Wolverhampton 

1,000  population  I 

England  &  Wales 

1917 

56 

7 

0*08 

0T3 

1918 

56 

5 

0*05 

0T4 

1919 

56 

2 

0*02 

0  13 

1920 

49 

3 

0*03 

0T5 

1921 

43 

3 

0*03 

0  12 

1922 

29 

2 

0*02 

0  11 

1923 

55 

2 

0*02 

0  07 

1924 

58 

5 

0*05 

0-06 

1925 

48 

7 

0*06 

0-07 

1926 

42 

2 

0*02 

0-07 

TABLE  XVL  Whooping  Cough. 


Year. 

Deaths. 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  population. 

Wolverhampton. 

England  and  Wales. 

1917 

18 

0*19 

0T3 

1918 

14 

0T5 

029 

1919 

9 

0*09 

0  07 

1920 

21 

0*21 

0T1 

1921 

7 

04)7 

0T2 

1922 

22 

0*21 

0T6 

1923 

8 

0*08 

0T0 

1924 

11 

0T0 

0-10 

1925 

16 

0T5 

0  15 

1926 

6 

0*05 

0T0 
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TABLE  XVII.  Measles. 


Year 

Deaths 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  population 

W  OLVERH  AMPTON 

England  &  Wales 

1917 

16 

0T7 

0T9 

1918 

14 

015 

0*50 

1919 

7 

0  07 

0-42 

1920 

36 

0.35 

0-08 

1921 

#  # 

•  •  • 

0-06 

1922 

10 

0T0 

0T5 

1923 

26 

024 

0T4 

1924 

9 

0  08 

0T2 

1925 

7 

0  06 

0T4 

1926 

7 

0*06 

0-09 

TABLE  XVIII.  Scarlet  Fever. 


Year 

Cases 

Deaths 

Death  Rate  per 

W  OLVERH  AMPTON 

1,000  population 

England  &  Wales 

1917 

286 

5 

0*05 

0*02 

1918 

183 

5 

0*05 

003 

1919 

151 

4 

0*04 

0-03 

1920 

284 

7 

0*07 

0-04 

1921 

388 

7 

0*07 

0-03 

1922 

340 

6 

0*06 

0-04 

1923 

194 

2 

0*02 

0-03 

1924 

163 

1 

0*01 

0-02 

1925 

189 

... 

•  • 

0-03 

1926 

183 

2 

0*02 

002 
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TABLE  XIX.  Bacteriological  Examinations  1926. 


For  Diphtheria  Bacilli. 

Positive. 

Negative. 

Total. 

Swabs 

100 

976 

1.076 

For  Tubercle  Bacilli. 

Sputum 

19 

117 

136 

Others  . 

1 

12 

13 

Totals  . . 

120 

1,105 

1,225 

TABLE  XX. 

Deaths  under  1  Year,  arranged  according  to  Weeks  and  Months. 


(V 

<D 

(-4 

VI 

P  3 

£ 

CQ 

m 

V 

00 

VI 

A 

m 

rH 

+3 

1  & 

Cause  of  Death. 

r-H 
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S  CC 

p  ^ 
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fl 

-4-3 
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4~> 

fl 

O 
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o> 

£ 

£ 

o 

£ 

<*> 

<D 

a 

a 

W 

a 

C3 

CO 

eo 

O  & 

CO 

CO 

05 

(N 

4-j  -d 

0  e 

£ 

CO 

co 

CO 

co 

1 

05 

h  a 

Alir>,  (Certified  ... 

All  Causes  {  Uncertified 

. .  . 

43 

8 

11 

5 

67 

23 

1 

25 

13 

19 

147 

1 

Small  Pox 

Chicken-Pox  ... 

Measles 

1  Scarlet  Fever  ... 

.  .  . 

2 

"2 

I  Whooping  Cough 
\  Diphtheria  and  Croup  ... 

... 

... 

9 

2 

Influenza 

1 

1 

Erysipelas 

C  Tuberculous  Meningitis 

3 

’3 

3  Abdominal  Tuberculosis 
(  Other  Tuberculous  Diseases 

... 

Meningitis  (not  tuberculous) 
Convulsions 

2 

2 

1 

i 

1 

3 

Laryngitis 

Bronchitis 

1 

i 

2 

2 

8 

4 

1 

17 

Pneumonia  (all  forms)  ... 

2 

i 

3 

4 

1 

5 

7 

20 

(Diarrhoea 

. . . 

1 

1 

2 

(Enteritis 

•  •  • 

... 

2 

3 

1 

3 

9 

Gastritis 

•  •  • 

... 

1 

1 

Syphilis 

Rickets 

i 

1 

... 

... 

1 

Suffocation  (overlying) 

•  •  • 

1 

1 

Injury  at  birth 

1 

•  •  • 

1 

1 

2 

Atelectasis 

1 

•  •  • 

1 

1 

(  Congenital  Malformations 

4 

1 

l 

•  •  • 

6 

2 

i 

1 

10 

<  Premature  Birth 

27 

2 

6 

l 

36 

2 

38 

(  Atrophy,  Debility  and  Marasmus 

5 

2 

•  •  • 

i 

8 

10 

1 

... 

... 

19 

Other  Causes  ... 

3 

1 

3 

7 

1 

5 

2 

... 

15 

Totals  ... 

43 

8 

11 

5 

67 

24 

25 

13 

19 

148 
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TABLE  XXI.  Diarrhcea  and  Enteritis. 


Y  ear. 

Deaths 

under  2  years. 

Death  Rate  per 

1,000  births. 

W  ol  ver  hampton . 

England 
and  Wales. 

1917 

23 

11*45 

12-80 

1918 

22 

10*58 

11  66 

1919 

42 

19*65 

10-22 

1920 

21 

7*23 

8*89 

1921 

60 

23*15 

15-50 

1922 

15 

6*48 

6-20 

1923 

31 

13*61 

7-70 

1924 

20 

9*52 

7-30 

1925 

23 

11*02 

8-40 

1926 

17 

8*18 

8-70 

TABLE  XXII. 

Midwives. 

No.  of  midwives  on  Register  ...  ...  ...  55 

No.  of  trained  mid  wives  working  independently  ...  26 

No.  of  trained  midwives  in  institutions  ...  ...  20 

No.  of  untrained  midwives  working  independently  ...  9 

Notifications  Received  from  Mid  wives. 


(a)  Of  sending  for  medical  assistance  ...  ...  617 

( b )  Of  still  births  ...  ...  ....  ...  22 

(<r)  Of  proposal  to  substitute  artificial  feeding  ...  24 

(d)  Of  being  a  source  of  infection.  ...  ...  16 

Work  of  the  Superintendent  of  Mid  wives. 

(a)  No.  of  routine  visits  to  midwives  ...  ...  241 

(t b )  No.  of  special  visits  to  mid  wives  ...  ...  58 

( c )  No.  of  special  visits  to  patients  ...  ...  50 

(d)  No.  of  visits  re  still  births  ...  ...  ...  21 

(e)  No.  of  visits  re  Puerperal  Fever  cases  ...  ...  16 


Total  Visits  ...  386 
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TABLE  XXIII. 


Conditions  for  which  Doctors  were  called  in  by  Midwives. 

Pregnancy. 


Ante-partum  Haemorrhage 

Abortion 

Miscarriage 

Toxaemias  (a)  Unclassified 
(< b )  Eclampsia 
Undiagnosed  ... 


19 

1 

8 


1 

34 


Labour. 

Abnormal  Labour 
PosLpartum  Haemorrhage 
Retained  and  Adherent  Membranes 
Ruptured  Perineum 


138 

15 

19 

78 


Puerperium. 

Puerperal  rise  of  Temperature 
Subinvolution... 

Unclassified  (Indefinite  Diagnosis) 


33 

27 


Infant. 

Ophthalmia 
Convulsions  ... 

Atrophy,  Debility  and  Marasmus 
Congenital  Malformations 
Icterus  Neonatorum 
Pemphigus 

Unclassified  (Indefinite  Diagnosis) 


157 

5 

13 

12 

2 

16 

33 
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TABLE  XXIV.  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare. 
Work  of  Health  Visitors,  1926. 


District. 

First 

Visits. 

Re-visits. 

Visits  to 
Toddlers. 

Ineffective 

Visits. 

Special 

Visits. 

Clinics. 

Total. 

N.W. 

275 

556 

1514 

322 

227 

93 

2987 

S.W. 

326 

899 

1888 

270 

343 

97 

3823 

W. 

353 

824 

1613 

210 

168 

93 

3261 

N.E. 

271 

1103 

1603 

356 

342 

96 

3771 

S.E. 

356 

617 

1499 

300 

328 

95 

3195 

E. 

384 

931 

1576 

207 

360 

94 

3552 

Centre 

... 

18 

1 

24 

374 

272 

689 

Total 

1965 

4948 

9694 

1689 

! 

2142 

840 

21,278 

Dressings,  1,235. 


TABLE  XXV. 

Maternity  and  Child  Welfare. 
Births. 


Births  Notified 

Male 

Female 

Sex  not 
stated 

Total 

By  Midwives  . 

971 

837 

27 

1735 

,,  Doctors  . 

237 

211 

6 

454 

,,  Others  . 

25 

22 

2 

49 

— 

2238 

Still-Births. 

By  Midwives  . 

23 

18 

1 

42 

,,  Doctors  . 

14 

4 

... 

18 

,,  Others ...  ...  ...  ... 

4 

... 

•  •  • 

4 

64 

52 


TABLE  XXVI. 

Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Centres. 


Horseley 

Fields 

Merridale 

Street 

Stafford 

Street 

Salop 

Street 

Totals 

Infants. 

No.  of  Sessions  ... 

144 

145 

96 

98 

483 

New  Cases  under  1  year 

443 

345 

267 

1055 

New  Cases  over  1  year  ... 

67 

46 

54 

167 

Attendances  under  1  year 

5008 

3694 

3417 

12119 

Attendances  over  1  year 

2783 

2199 

2334 

7316 

Total  Attendances 

7791 

5893 

5751 

19435 

Expectant  Mothers 

New  Cases 

205 

Total  Attendances 
Average  Attendances 

... 

... 

... 

1213 

... 

per  Session 

54 

41 

60 

12-4 

... 

SCHOOL  FOR  MOTHERS. 

Sessions  ...  47  Attendances  ...  605 


TABLE  XXVII. 

Dental  Clinic. 


Sessions 

Attendances 

Extractions 

Dentures  Supplied 

48 

224 

667 

28 

TABLE  XXVIII. 

Wolverhampton  County  Borough,  Cases  of 
Ophthalmia  Neonatorum,  1926. 

Cases  notified  by  (a)  Doctors  ...  ...  5 

,,  ,,  ,,  (b)  Midwives  ...  ...  77 

82 

Cases  treated  at  home  ...  ...  ...  20 

,,  ,,  ,,  out-patients  Eye  Infirmary  ...  62 


82 

OB 

Results  : — 

Sight  apparently  perfect  ...  ...  ...  79 

„  impaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Blind  one  eye  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

Blind  both  eyes  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

Result  unknown  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

I  .  •  •  _ 

82 


N.B. — One  Infant  notified  as  suffering  from  Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 
died  from  Pemphigus  Neonatorum. 
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TABLE  XXIX. 

ADOPTIVE  ACTS,  BYE-LAWS  AND  LOCAL  REGULATIONS 
RELATING  TO  PUBLIC  HEALTH  IN  FORCE  IN  THE 
DISTRICT,  WITH  DATE  OF  ADOPTION. 

Local  Acts 

Wolverhampton  Improvements  Act,  1869. 

Wolverhampton  Corporation  Act,  1887. 

Wolverhampton  Corporation  Act,  1891. 

Wolverhampton  Corporation  Act,  1904. 

AVolverhampton  Corporation  Act,  1908. 

Wolverhampton  Corporation  Water  Act,  1915. 

Wolverhampton  Corporation  Act,  1925. 

General  Adoptive  Acts 

Artizans’  and  Labourers’  Dwellings  Improvement  Act,  1875. 
(Adopted  1877). 

Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act,  1890.  (Adopted  1891). 
Parts  2,  3,  4  and  5. 

Infectious  Diseases  Prevention  Act,  1890.  (Adopted  1891). 

Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act,  1907.  (Adopted  1910). 
Sections  19,  20,  22,  23,  24,  26,  33  (Part  II),  35-38  and  46-51 
(Part  III),  62,  65-68  (Part  IV),  78-81  and  85  (Part  VII),  88, 
89  (Part  VIII),  and  91  (Part  IX). 

Regulations  as  to  Dairies,  Cowsheds  and  Milkshcps  (Revised  1923). 

Bye-Laws  with  respect  to  - 

Common  Lodging  Houses,  1870.* 

New  Streets  and  Buildings,  1912. 

Offensive  Trades,  1913. 

Public  Sanitary  Conveniences,  1902. 

Slaughter  Houses  (Revised  1912). 

Public  Slaughter  Houses,  1918. 

Nuisances  arising  from  snow,  1897. 

Nuisances  arising  from  animals,  1920. 

Good  Rule  and  Government  (Spitting),  1920. 

*  Further  provisions  contained  in  the  Local  Act  of  1904. 


54 


WORKSHOFS. 

TABLE  XXX.  A.— INSPECTIONS. 


Number  of 

Premises. 

(1) 

Inspections. 

(2) 

Written 

Notices. 

(3) 

Prosecutions 

(4) 

Factories  (includg.  Factory  Laundries) 

) 

Workshops  (  ,,  Worksnop  ,,  ) 

Workplaces 

V  4818 

137 

Nil 

Total 

4818 

137 

Nil 

B.— DEFECTS  FOUND. 


Number  of  defects. 

Particulars. 

(1) 

Found. 

(2) 

Remed¬ 

ied. 

(3) 

Referred 
to  H.M. 
Insp’ctr 
(4) 

Prosecu¬ 

tions. 

(5) 

Nuisances  under  the  Public 
Health  Acts 

Want  of  cleanliness 

95 

224 

... 

•  •  • 

Want  of  ventilation 

1 

1 

... 

Overcrowding 

•  •  •  •  ... 

1 

5 

Want  of  drainage  of  floors 

1 

2 

,  ,  , 

Other  Nuisances 

# 

insufficient 

295 

t  9 

I 

348 

... 

Sanitary 
Accommodation  - 

unsuitable,  or  de¬ 
fective 

not  separate  for 
sexes 

17 

Total 

402 

597 

... 

... 

*  Section  22  of  the  Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act,  1890,  is  in  force, 
and  the  standard  aimed  at  is  that  of  the  Order  of  February,  1903. 
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TABLE  XXX. — Continued.  C.— HOME  WORK. 


Outworkers’  Lists,  Sec.  107. 

Received  from  Employers. 

Twice  in  the  year. 

Once  in  the  year. 

*  NATURE  OF 

Out  Workers. 

WORK. 

(1) 

m 

m 

•  rH 

(2) 

w  Contractors. 

Workmen. 

GO 

4^> 

GO 

•  rH 

(5) 

os  Contractors 

Workmen. 

Wearing  Apparel — 
Making,  &c. 

12 

12 

22 

1 

1 

1 

File  Making 

2 

2 

... 

,  ,  , 

•  •  • 

.  .  . 

Locks,  Latches  &  Keys 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

Totals 

14 

14 

22 

1 

1 

1 

*  When  the  return  is  “  nil”  the  item  is  omitted  from  the  table. 


D.—  REGISTERED  WORKSHOPS. 


Workshops  on  the  Register  (s.  131)  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

(1) 

Number 

(2) 

Boot  and  Shoe  Makers  and  Repairers,  74  ;  Bakehouses,  77  ; 
Lockmakers,  28;  Tailors,  62;  Dressmakers,  36;  Milliners, 
26  ;  Cabinet  Makers  and  Upholsterers,  16  ;  Smiths,  16  ; 
Keymakers,  5  ;  Spectacle  Frame  Makers,  9  ;  Builders, 
&c.,  18;  various  other  trades,  21 1 

00 

r~ 

E.— OTHER  MATTERS. 


Class 

Number 

(1) 

(2) 

Matters  notified  to  H.M.  Inspector  of  Factories 

Failure  to  affix  Abstract  of  Factory  and  Workshop  Act 

.  .  . 

Action  taken  in  matters  referred 
by  H.M.  Inspectors  as  remedi- 

Notified  by  H.M.  Inspector 

11 

able  under  the  Public  Health 
Acts,  but  not  under  the  Factory 
Acts  ... 

Reports  (of  action  taken) 
sent  to  H.M.  Inspectors 

? 

Others  ... 

Underground  Bakehouses  (s.  101)  : — 

Certificates  granted  during  the  year 

In  use  at  the  end  of  the  year 

1 
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CANAL  BOATS  ACTS,  1877-1884. 


Number  of  boats  registered  during  1926  ...  ...  3 

,,  ,,  inspected  ,,  „  ...  ...  295 

„  infringements  discovered  ...  ...  ...  78 

„  notices  issued  ...  ...  ...  ...  51 

,,  ,,  outstanding  at  end  of  year  ...  6 

,,  infectious  diseases  notified  ...  ...  ...  3 

,,  cabins  disinfected  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 


TABLE  XXXI.  Public  Complaints  or  Bequests  received 

AND  DEALT  WITH. 

Complaints  in  respect  of : — Alleged  or  Suspected  Sanitary  Defects  ...  694 

,,  and  requests  of  : — Closet  Pans  or  Ash  Receptacles  ...  ...  65 

Total  .  759 

SUMMARY  OF  ROUTINE  INSPECTION  WORK. 


Districts. 

t 

j-i  a 
o 

m-i  be 

— (  3 

Jh  Cu 

ci  © 

Investigations  made  into  Notifiable  In- 

N.W. 

W. 

S.W. 

N.E. 

E. 

S.E. 

P  C 
gq 

-U  f-4 

o  o 

120 

77 

67 

fectious  Diseases  ... 

77 

85 

108 

2 

536 

Investigations  made  into  other  Infectious 

Diseases 

352 

194 

199 

145 

104 

116 

•  •  • 

1110 

Number  of  Houses  inspected  . 

94 

174 

361 

263 

482 

286 

... 

1660 

Re-inspections,  Calls  made,  &c. 

2801 

2213 

2011 

2537 

2522 

3625 

4730 

20439 

Smoke  observations  ... 

4 

45 

1 

3 

4 

2 

44 

103 

Inspections  under  Housing,  etc.,  Act 

.  .  . 

22 

•  .  • 

52 

1 

.  .  . 

•  .  • 

To 

,,  of  Houses  Let-in-Lodgings 

16 

49 

30 

126 

36 

37 

•  .  . 

294 

,,  ,,  Canal  Boats  ... 

•  •  . 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

.  .  . 

267 

267 

,,  ,,  Workshops  . 

.  .  . 

.  .  . 

.  .  . 

•  .  . 

.  .  . 

• .  . 

47 

47 

,,  ,,  Bakehouses  ... 

237 

148 

57 

106 

22 

67 

... 

637 

,,  Cowhouses 

•  •  • 

7 

•  •  • 

2 

13 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

22 

,,  ,,  Dairies  and  Milkshops 

614 

472 

644 

134 

178 

710 

•  •  • 

2752 

,,  ,,  Slaughter-houses 

183 

203 

577 

106 

511 

633 

•  •  • 

2213 

,,  Offensive  Trades 

227 

351 

136 

182 

91 

173 

41 

1201 

,,  ,,  Stables  and  Stable-yards  ... 

,,  Courts,  Outdoor  Closets, 

135 

152 

15 

59 

136 

112 

203 

812 

Drains,  &c. 

,,  Piggeries,  Fowls,  and  other 
Animals  kept 

1675 

1883 

2387 

1076 

2325 

2219 

169 

11734 

28 

14 

24 

43 

20 

55 

... 

184 

,,  ,,  Meat  and  Food 

209 

506 

567 

1513 

504 

527 

•  •  • 

3826 

Miscellaneous  ... 

155 

271 

82 

51 

215 

133 

168 

1075 

Total  Inspections,  &c. 

! 

6850 

6781 

7168 

6465 

7249 

8803 

5671 

48987 

References  to  : 

Cleansing  Department  ... 

13 

5 

1 

15 

1 

4 

1 

40 

Borough  Engineers  ,, 

51 

8 

6 

16 

68 

27 

24 

200 

Water  Engineer's  ,, 

12 

10 

6 

18 

78 

40 

19 

183 

Totals  . 

76 

23 

13 

49 

147 

71 

44 

423 

TABLE  XXXII.  Sanitary  Defects  Reported. 
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TABLE  XXXIII.  Notices  served  dealing  with  the  aforesaid  Sanitary  Defects. 


Form  of  Notices. 

Districts. 

A  CD 

c  §* 

U  fl 

<2  to 
o 

N.W. 

W. 

S.W. 

N.E. 

E. 

S.E. 

'Z. 

-4-> 

o  o 

Intimation  (Preliminary) 

226 

148 

187 

277 

273 

376 

102 

1589 

Statutory 

583 

533 

599 

462 

641 

659 

35 

3512 

Totals  ... 

809 

681 

786 

739 

914 

1035 

137 

5101 

Prosecutions  : 

Non-compliance  with  Notices  (Premises) 

3 

9 

8 

10 

10 

14 

54 

Nuisance  from  Bone  Boiling  &  Fat  \1  elting 

1 

... 

1 

Failing  to  notify  Infectious  Disease 

... 

... 

•  •  • 

1 

. . . 

1 

Totals  ... 

4 

9 

8 

10 

11 

14 

... 
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TABLE  XXXIV.  Improvements  made  in  Compliance  with  Notices  served. 


Districts. 

1 

C  -C 

^  bJD 

Improvements. 

O  Q 

ci  0 

N.W. 

W. 

S.W. 

N.E. 

E. 

S.E. 

£ 

rC  ° 

Hpq 

/  Reconstructed 

1 

1 

1 

4 

O 

3 

2 

15 

Timino  )  Improved  or  Repaired 

250 

106 

49 

115 

32 

142 

25 

719 

)  traps  fixed  ... 

14 

22 

1 

52 

12 

49 

13 

163 

1  Provided 

10 

9 

11 

6 

4 

3 

43 

Sinks  Improved  or  Repaired 

88 

7 

8 

3 

3 

18 

127 

Pan  Closets  altered  to  Water  Closets 

... 

2 

... 

3 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

... 

5 

Waste- water  Closets  altered  to  W.C’s  ... 

76 

58 

9 

26 

13 

21 

203 

Water  Closets  (Constructed 

1  Improved  or  Repaired  ... 

”72 

3 

54 

1 

50 

2 

71 

1 

26 

53 

4 

13 

11 

339 

i  Ash  Bins  provided  ... 

Ashpits  Altered  to  Bin 

'  Improved  or  Repaired 

279 

156 

74 

121 

143 

182 

5 

960 

36 

5 

4 

8 

0 

2 

•  •  • 

57 

2 

•  .  . 

1 

1 

.  •  • 

2 

1 

7 

Courts,  Yards,  < 

and  j  Relaid  or  Repaired 

Channels  ( 

166 

107 

9 

80 

19 

111 

3 

495 

i  Wells  Closed  . 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

1 

1 

Water  <  Water  laid  on 

•  •  • 

13 

10 

2 

25 

8 

2 

60 

1  Soft  Water  Cisterns  Cleansed 

1 

1 

6 

8 

/  Cleansed  or  Limewashed 

157 

227 

154 

242 

268 

194 

104 

1 346 

xj _  )  Generally  Repaired  ... 

208 

330 

178 

286 

353 

427 

27 

1809 

j  Lighted  or  Ventilated 
'  Spouting,  etc.,  provided  or 

112 

46 

103 

2 

116 

24 

1 

404 

repaired 

256 

178 

62 

190 

139 

200 

20 

1045 

Overcrowding  Abated  ... 

13 

6 

20 

15 

42 

30 

5 

131 

Out-door  Premises  Limewashed 

425 

366 

140 

384 

348 

700 

120 

2483 

,,  ,,  Improved  or  Repaired 

283 

420 

114 

*■* 

to 

137 

130 

54 

1213 

Animals  Removed 

19 

9 

3 

114 

in 

38 

193 

Offensive  Accumulations  Removed 

180 

148 

67 

207 

136 

163 

154 

1055 

Other  Amendments  or  Nuisances  Abated 

57 

32 

32 

367 

5 

21 

44 

558 

Total  Improvements 

2705 

2306 

1107 

2376 

1837 

2522 

597 

1 3450 

Total  Premises  Improved 

1197 

962 

1019 

1166 

1046 

19C0 

316 

7666 
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TABLE  XXXV.  Diseased  or  Unsound  Food  Destroyed. 

Surrendered  to  Sanitary  Inspectors. 

Carcass  and  offals  of  one  calf 
1  Dutch  calf 

Portions  of  hind-quarter  of  beef. 

Portions  of  thin  and  thick  flanks  of  beef. 

1  fore-quarter  and  1  piece  of  beef. 

Fore-quarter  and  rump  of  chilled  beef. 

Carcasses  of  3  sheep. 

Carcass  and  half-carcass  of  lamb. 

Carcasses  and  offals  of  three  pigs. 

Various  portions  of  flanks  and  hind-quarter  of  one  pig. 

53  pigs’  heads. 

5  pigs’  livers. 

41  sets  of  pigs’  fry. 

19  beasts’  lungs. 

12  and  portions  of  beasts’  livers. 

3  beasts’  heads. 

1  set  of  sheeps’  lungs. 

2  and  portions  of  sheeps’  livers. 

4  boxes  of  sheeps’  brains. 

8  rabbits’  livers. 

10  tins  of  prawns. 

55  bundles  of  tomatoes. 

34  boxes  of  apples. 

191  chips  of  strawberries. 

8  cases  of  melons. 

140|  cases  of  onions. 

110  bags  of  potatoes. 

Quantity  of  red  cabbage. 

10  tins  and  2  cases  of  liquid  eggs. 

2  boxes  of  plaice  and  1  box  of  mackerel. 

4  bags  of  mussels. 

Quantity  of  soft  roe. 


60 


TABLE  XXXVI. 

WOLVERHAMPTON  HOUSING  CONDITIONS. 


Statistics,  Year  ended  31st  December,  1926. 

Number  of  new  houses  erected  during  the  year  : — 

(a)  Total  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1149 

(< b )  With  State  Assistance  under  the  Housing  Acts,  1919 
1923,  or  1924. 

(1)  By  Local  Authority  ...  ...  ...  966 

(2)  By  other  bodies  or  persons  ...  ...  170 

2. — UNFIT  DWELLING  HOUSES. 

I. — Inspection. 

(1)  Total  number  of  dwelling  houses  inspected  for  housing 

defects  (under  Public  Health  or  Housing  Acts)  ...  1660 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  which  were  inspected  and 

recorded  under  the  Housing  (Inspection  of  District) 
Regulations,  1910  ...  ...  ...  ...  75 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  found  to  be  in  a  state  so 

dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for 
human  habitation  ...  ...  ...  ...  25 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  (exclusive  of  those  referred 

to  under  the  preceding  sub-heading)  found  not  to  be 

in  all  respects  reasonably  fit  for  human  habitation...  1107 

II.  — Remedy  of  Defects  without  Service  of 

Formal  Notices. 

Number  of  defective  dwelling  houses  rendered  fit  in 
consequence  of  Informal  action  by  the  Local 
Authority  or  their  Officers  ...  ...  ...  1829 

III.  — Action  under  Statutory  Powers. 

A.  — Proceedings  under  section  3  of  the  Housing  Act 

1925  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

B.  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts. 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 

Notices  were  served  requiring  defects  to  be 
remedied  ...  ...  ...  ...  5377 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  which  defects 

were  remedied  : — 

(a)  By  Owners  ...  ...  ...  419-7 

(/;)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  Owners  Nil 
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TABLE  XXXVI. — Continued. 

C. — Proceedings  under  sections  11,  14  and  15  of  the 
Housing  Act,  1925. 


(1)  Number  of  representations  made  with  a  view  to 

the  making  of  Closing  Orders  ...  ...  25 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 

Closing  Orders  were  made  ...  ...  25 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 

Closing  Orders  were  determined,  the  dwelling 

houses  have  been  rendered  fit  ...  ...  Nil 

*  (4)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 

demolition  orders  were  made  ...  ...  Nil 

*  (5)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  demolished  in  pur¬ 

suance  of  Demolition  Orders  ...  ...  Nil 


*  18  houses  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  had  been  made  were 
demolished  in  1926. 

An  additional  8  houses  were  also  demolished  at  the  instance  of  the 
Health  Department,  Avithout  the  service  of  Closing  or  Demolition 
Orders. 
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TABLE  XXXVII. 

Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Acts,  1875  to  1907. 
Total  number  of  samples  taken  during  the  year  1  926  : — 


Article. 

Total. 

Genuine. 

Not 

Genuine. 

Prosecutions. 

Milk  ’  . 

106 

96 

10 

3 

Butter 

74 

74 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

Lard 

31 

31 

•  •  • 

Spirits — Whiskey 

11 

9 

2 

Camphorated  Oil 

10 

10 

.  •  • 

Preserved  Cream 

8 

6 

2 

Beef  Suet,  Shredded  ... 

5 

4 

1 

Olive  Oil 

5 

5 

Apples 

5 

5 

Milk  (sterilised) 

5 

5 

.  .  . 

Cream 

4 

4 

Castor  Oil  ... 

3 

3 

Glycerine  ... 

2 

2 

Margarine  ... 

2 

2 

Milk  “Appeal  to  Cow  " 

2 

2 

Jonathons  ... 

2 

1 

1 

Cream  Basket 

1 

1 

Milk,  Pasteurised 

1 

1 

•  •  • 

American  Baldwins  ... 

1 

1 

Choice  Imperials 

1 

1 

Ribstone  Pippin 

1 

1 

Cheshire  Cheese 

1 

1 

Gray  ere 

1 

1 

Tinned  Lobster 

1 

1 

Bread 

1 

1 

Cheddar  Cheese 

1 

1 

... 

Total 

285 

268 

17 

3 
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TABLE  XXXVIII. 

Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Acts,  1875  to  1907. 

Summonses. 


No.  of 
Sample 

Article 

Adulteration  or  Offence 

Result 

(B.M.36) 

Milk 

Contains  6%  of  added 
water 

Fine  of  £5 

(B  M.38) 

M 

Contains  6%  of  added 
water 

Fine  of  £2 

(R.J.  66) 

9  9 

8%  deficient  in  Cream 

Fine  of  £3 
and  13/6  costs 

Noth:  — No  proceedings  taken  in  respect  of  milk  samples  Nos.  B.M.  52  and 
B.M.  55,  86,  98,  99  and  100.  Proceedings  taken  for  milk  selling 
can  not  bearing  name  and  address  of  vendor,  resulted  in  a  fine  of 
30/-  and  13/6  costs,  and,  under  the  Margarine  Act.  1887,  a  case  was 
dismissed  on  payment  of  costs  (18/6). 

As  regards  Milk  sample  (B.P.7),  legal  proceedings  are  being 
instituted. 

Also,  in  regard  to  the  Adulterated  Whiskey  samples  which  were 
unofficially  purchased,  further  repeat  official  ones  have  been  taken. 

The  remaining  matters  are  under  consideration. 
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TABLE  XXXIX. 


Milk  and  Cream  Regulations. 


Report  of  Administration  in  connection  with  the  Public  Health 
(Milk  and  Cream)  Regulations  1912-1917,  year  ending  December  31st, 
1926  : — 


(1)  Milk  and  Cream  not  sold  as  preserved  cream  : — 


Number  of  samples  examined 

Number  in  which  a  preserva- 

for  presence  of  a  preservative. 

tive  was  reported  present. 

Milk 

106 

Nil 

Cream 

4 

Nil 

(2)  Cream  sold  as  preserved  cream  : — 


(a)  Samples  submitted  for  analysis  to  ascertain  if  the  state¬ 
ments  on  the  label  as  to  preservation  were  correct : — 

(I.)  Correct  statements  made  ...  6 

(ii.)  Statements  incorrect  ...  2* 

Total  ...  ...  8 


(t>)  Determinations  of  milk  fat  in  cream  sold  as  preserved 
cream : — 

(I.)  Above  35  per  cent.  ...  ...  8 

(ii.)  Below  35  per  cent.  ...  Nil 

Total  ...  8 


(c)  Instances  where  (apart  from  analysis)  the  requirements  as  to 

labelling  or  declaration  of  preserved  cream  have  not  been 
complied  with  : — 

Nil. 

(d)  Cases  in  which  the  Regulations  have  not  been  complied 

with,  and  action  taken  : — 

Nil, 

(3)  Thickening  substances.  No  evidence  of  their  addition  to  cream  or 
preserved  cream  was  found. 

*  Unofficial  Samples. 
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TABLE  XL. 

Return  relating  to  all  persons  who  were  treated  at  the  Venereal  Diseases 
Treatment  Centre  at  Wolverhampton  and  Staffordshire  Hospital  during  the  year 
ended  the  31st  December,  1926. 


Syphilis. 

Soft 

Chancre. 

Conditions 
Gonorrhoea  other  than 
[  Venereal. 

Total. 

Males 

Females 

Males 

Females 

Males 

Females 

Males 

F  emales 

| 

Males 

Females 

1. 

Number  of  cases  which  : — 

(a)  at  the  beginning  of  the  year  under  report 

were  under  treatment  or  observation  for 

99 

92 

51 

33 

3 

6 

153 

131 

( b )  had  been  marked  off  in  a  previous  year 

as  having  ceased  to  attend  or  as  trans- 

f erred  to  other  Centres,  and  which  re- 

turned  to  the  Treatment  Centre  during 

the  year  under  report  suffering  from 

the  same  infection 

4 

9 

... 

... 

5 

... 

... 

... 

9 

9 

Total — Items  1  (a)  and  1  {b) 

103 

101 

... 

... 

56 

33 

3 

6 

162 

140 

2( 

a)  Number  of  cases  dealt  with  at  the  Treat- 

ment  Centre  during  the  year  for  the 

first  time 

105 

90 

... 

1 

152 

67 

175 

63 

432 

221 

TOTAL — Items  1  (a)  1  (6)  and  2  (a)... 

208 

191 

... 

1 

208 

100 

178 

69 

594 

361 

2  (b)  Number  of  cases  included  in  Item  2  (n) 

known  to  have  received  previous  treat- 

ment  at  other  Centres  for  the  same 

infection 

8 

5 

... 

... 

16 

3 

... 

... 

24 

8 

3. 

Number  of  cases  which  ceased  to  attend  : — 

('/)  before  completing  the  first  course 

of  treatment  for... 

2 

3 

10 

3 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

12 

6 

{b)  after  one  or  more  courses  but 

before  completion  of  treatment  for  ... 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

(c)  after  completion  of  treatment,  but 

before  final  tests  as  to  cure  of 

15 

16 

11 

2 

... 

26 

18 

4. 

Number  of  cases  transferred  to  other  Treat- 

ment  Centres  after  treatment  for 

30 

24 

20 

12 

... 

50 

36 

5. 

Number  of  cases  discharged  after  comple- 

tion  of  treatment  arid  observation  for 

Gl 

45 

"  •  - 

134 

51 

... 

•  •  • 

195 

96 

6. 

Number  of  cases  which,  at  the  end  of  the 

year  under  report,  were  under  treatment  or 

observation  for  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  . 

100 

103 

... 

1 

33 

32 

2 

... 

135 

136 

Total— Items  3,  4,  5,  and  6 

208 

191 

... 

1 

208 

100 

2 

... 

418 

292 

7 

Out-patient  attendances : — 

(a)  For  individual  attention  by  the 

Medical  Officer  ... 

2263 

2255 

2 

1 

1850 

896 

350 

194  4465 

3346 

( b )  For  intermediate  treatment,  e.g. , 

irrigation,  dressings,  etc. 

125 

100 

... 

... 

4690 

3168 

6 

13 

4821 

3281 

Total  attendances 

2388 

2355 

2 

1 

6540 

4064 

356 

207 

9286 

6627 

8 

Aggregate  number  of  “In-patient  days”  of 

treatment  given  to  persons  who  were  suffer- 

ing  from  ... 

202 

191 

.  .  . 

•  •  • 

49 

143 

.  .  . 

2 

341 

336 
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T ABLE  X  l j. — Continued. 
Examination  of  Pathological  Material. 


Specimens  from  persons  at¬ 
tending  at  the  Treatment 
Centre  which  were  sent  for 
examination  to  an  approved 
laboratory 

For  detection  of 

For 

Wassermann 

Reaction. 

Spirochetes. 

Gonococci. 

Other 

Organisms. 

... 

228 

18 

922 

Statement  showing  the  services  rendered  at  the  Treatment  Centre  during  the  year, 
classified  according  to  the  areas  in  which  the  patients  resided. 


W  ol  verhampton . 

Staffs. 

Salop. 

Walsall. 

Dudley. 

Birmingham. 

Other 

Authorities. 

Total. 

A. 

Number  of  persons  from  each  area  dealt  with 

during  the  year  for  the  first  time  and  found 

to  be  suffering  from  : — 

Syphilis  . 

69 

107 

7 

4 

1 

2 

5 

195 

Soft  chancre  ... 

1 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

1 

Gonorrhoea 

97 

90 

11 

6 

1 

3 

11 

219 

Conditions  other  than  venereal 

105 

115 

8 

2 

1 

2 

5 

238 

Total  . 

272 

312 

26 

12 

3 

7 

21 

653 

B. 

Total  number  of  attendances  of  all  patients 

residing  in  each  area  ... 

6486 

6811 

857 

239 

61 

349 

1110 

15,913 

C. 

Aggregate  number  of  “In-patient  days”  of 

all  patients  residing  in  each  area  . 

253 

293 

131 

... 

... 

... 

... 

677 

D. 

Number  of  doses  /  1.  Out-patient  Clinic 

714 

1280 

118 

52 

10 

11 

20 

2205 

of  Arsenobenzol  ) 

Compounds  given  j 

in  the  : —  \  2.  In  -  patient  Dept. 

17 

8 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

... 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

25 

to  patients  residing  in  each  area. 

(  Signed ), 


GEORGE  MITCHELL,  M.D., 

Medical  Officer  of  the  Treat mer*  Centre. 


January  29th,  192J . 
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TABLE  XLI. 


Public  IIkaltii  Publicity  Work,  1926. 


Date 

Audience 

Lecturer 

Attend¬ 

ance 

Subject 

19/1/26 

Stafford  Street 
( Mothers) 

Miss  Carter 

30 

Clothing 

27/1/26 

Horseley  Fields 
(Fathers) 

Dr,  Dyke 

101 

Sunlight  Treatment 

January 

Horseley  Fields 
( M  others) 

Dr.  Jolly 

130 

Diet  for  Toddlers 

January 

Merridale  Street 
(Fathers) 

Dr.  Jolly 

40 

Healthy  Parenthood 

8/2/26 

Stafford  Street 
(Fathers) 

Dr.  Sheldon 

24 

Food  and  its  value 

16/2/26 

Stafford  Street 
(Mothers) 

Mrs.  Peardmore 

28 

Character  Training 

24/2/26 

Horseley  Fields 
(Fathers) 

Miss  Carter 

82 

Care  of  Mother  during 
Pregnancy 

F  ebruary 

Merridale  Street 
(Fathers) 

Dr.  Strange 

40 

Vaccination 

February 

Merridale  Street 
(Mothers) 

Miss  Carter 

45 

Training  of  Children 

16/3/26 

Stafford  Street 
(Mothers) 

Miss  Carter 

41 

Diarrhoea 

22/3/26 

Stafford  Street 

(Fathers) 

Mr.  Peers 

20 

Sanitation 

31/3/26 

Horseley  Fields 
(Fathers 

Dr.  Goldie 

56 

Fresh  Air  and 

Ventilation 

March 

Merridale  Street 
(Fathers) 

Dr.  Campbell  Orr 

40 

Eyesight 

20/4/26 

Stafford  Street 

(Mothers) 

Mrs.  Dale 

28 

How  Clinics  are 
worked 

April 

Merridale  Street 
(Mothers) 

Miss  Tonks 

30 

Mother’s  Health 

June 

Merridale  Street 
(Mothers) 

Miss  Hardy 

20 

Teeth 

July 

Merridale  Street 
(Mothers) 

Miss  Tonks 

25 

Summer  Diarrhoea 

October 

Merridale  Street 
(Mothers) 

Miss  Tonks 

20 

Rickets 

October 

Merridale  Street 
(Fathers) 

Dr.  Jolly 

50 

A  Father’s  job 

3/11/26 

Horseley  Fields 
(Fathers) 

Mr.  Pourne 

250 

Never  grow  old 

17/11/26 

Stafford  Street 

(Fathers) 

Dr.  Jolly 

125 

A  Father’s  job 

Novomber 

Merridale  Street 
(Fathers) 
Merridale  Street 
(Mothers) 

Mr.  Peers 

40 

Sanitation 

November 

Miss  Tonks 

16 

A  Child’s  Progress 

1/12/26 

Horseley  Fields 
(Fathers) 

Dr.  Dyke 

140 

Food  Values 

15/12/26 

Stafford  Street 

(Fathers) 

Dr.  Haller 

90 

Some  Common  Diseases 

P  ecember 

Merridale  Street 
(Fathers) 

Dr.  Haller 

40 

Some  Common  Diseases 
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